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IQUEENSLAND
BRISBANE ,  November  IO.
THE first impression which is gained of Australia
in the long train journey from Melbourne to Brisbane
is one of extraordinary monotony .  I am told that
this is partly due to the circumstance that the railway
line has been laid through a poor belt of country, and
partly to the accident of passing the least interesting
portion of the landscape .  However it comes about,
the effect produced is of a  scarcely  broken tract of
grass  and gum -trees .  From Melbourne  to Sydney,
from Sydney  to the Queensland border ,  grass and
gum-trees stretch on every side.  Day after day the
eyes open on the same unvaried tints of grey and
green  ; night after night stars shine upon the same
spreading masses of foliage grown dusky in the
absence of the sun. One acre is like another, one
mile is like the last. Hundreds of miles are left
behind, and there is nothing to show that the end of
the journey is any nearer . The river  and forest
scenery of Tasmania ,  with its farms and orchards, its
B
2 LETTERS FROM QUEENSLAND i
hedgerows of sweet briar and yellow gorse, and the
familiar English aspect of its gardens, fade in the
distance like a dream. The tropical vegetation of
the north has not yet become a reality. Between the
two the immense extent of gum-trees stretches in-
definitely, blotting out the conception of anything
but its own lightly-timbered pasture. It has not
even the gloom and impressiveness which we asso-
ciate in England with the name of forest land, for the
trees are thinly scattered, their long leaves hang
vertically from the branches, and sunlight filters
through with sufficient force to promote the growth
of the tussocked grass beneath. The whole would
be indescribably commonplace, but that the vastness
becomes at last by its own force impressive.
Here, again, you feel, as you feel in Africa, the
immense size of the physical problem. The areas
are so wide, the distances to be got over are so great,
that even the preliminary network of civilisation,
which the train you are travelling in and the towns
you have stopped at represent, contains subjects for
marvel, and the first sensation of weariness is lost in
admiration for the patience and the energy that have,
as it were, lassoed the wilderness and brought its
resources within the limits of the Empire. In the
wood clearings on either side of the train where the
practice of " ring-barking " to kill the trees is in ex-
tensive use, there stand patches of timber from which
the bark and leaves have dropped, and of which the
dead white trunks and branches are waiting only to
be felled. Sometimes an entire hill-side will be white
with such a ghostly forest. The habit is not to fell
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them at the level of the ground, but at heights vary-
ing, according to convenience, from one foot to two
or three above the root. Grass spaces in which the
stumps still remain form a constant feature of the
landscape. Standing in uneven rows, or scattered,
as they often are, in sparse isolation through the grass,
the stumps have something of the limited irregularity
of tombstones. In certain lights, when the wood
grows white as marble and their shadows lengthen
over the herbage, it is almost impossible to escape
from the comparison. Wherever the eye turns it is
met by these forerunners of civilised occupation.
At first the effect is scarcely less monotonous than
that of the living foliage. By degrees the tinge of
melancholy which they give to the landscape comes
to have its own significance. These lifeless trees and
sylvan graveyards represent nothing less than the
death and burial of primeval Australia. The occa-
sional black man of low type, with narrow forehead,
thick lips and tufted hair, who presents himself at
wayside stations to beg, belongs to their order. He
is dying, too, with the virgin woods. The pathos
which is inseparable from the passing away of any-
thing which has existed hangs round them both.
Both serve perpetually to remind you that a continent
is undergoing one of the great silent crises of history.
But while they claim the homage of a certain sym-
pathy the thoughts which both suggest are of the
future rather than the past. The journey brings you
face to face with the situation with which young
Australia has had to deal. If you had any doubts
upon the subject before you started you do not reach
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the end without the conviction that young Australia
is infinitely more interesting than anything which it
has had occasion to displace.
The portion of the -continent which has fallen to
young Australia to develop within the present limits
of Queensland is about three times the size of France,
and is so distributed in shape that the distance from
the capital to the furthest point is not far short of the
distance between London and Gibraltar. With ex-
isting means of communication the time which it
takes to go from one to the other is only one day less
than the time required for the journey from London
to South Africa. There is a northern and a central
as well as a southern line of rail, but the railways all
run parallel to each other and at right angles to the
coast, carrying each the traffic of the interior to its
own port with distances of several hundred miles
between the lines. There is no overland connection,
and in order to reach the northern part of the colony
it is necessary to take ship at Brisbane and go up the
coast by sea.
The extreme north is as yet very little developed.
It is chiefly taken up by cattle stations, and possesses
mineral districts of great promise in the back country
of Normanton upon the Gulf of Carpentaria and of
Cooktown on the eastern coast ; the strategic position
of Thursday Island is of more than local importance ;
but when these points have been mentioned the limits
of existing interest may be said to be bounded by the
belt of sugar cultivation. From Bundaberg to Cairns,
a distance of over 700 miles, sugar is the supreme
interest of the coast. The produce of the back
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country competes with it at the ports of Townsville
and Rockhampton, which are the harbours of the
northern and the central lines of railway, and drain
each their wide area of the interior, but in the smaller
coast towns and in the districts which connect them
one with another it reigns unrivalled. Mackay is its
metropolis. At Bundaberg and Maryborough it
touches non-tropical conditions. At Cairns and on
the Johnstone and the Herbert Rivers, lying between
the seventeenth and nineteenth parallels of latitude,
it may be seen in its most tropical surroundings.
The falls of the Barron River, which flows out to the
sea at Cairns, are counted as one of the most beautiful
pieces of North Australian scenery. The falls them-
selves are about 6oo feet high, and they occur in a
narrow pass in the range of coast mountains 1,300
feet above the sea. With them the river drops into
an irregular y-shaped gorge, of which the sides are
densely covered with jungle and lined with bold spurs
of red rotten slate.
The railway line to the interior, of which only
thirty miles or so have been completed, traverses this
gorge, and is thrown on piles from spur to spur at a
height of 500 feet or 6oo feet above the bed of the
river. There is scarcely a spot at which a handker-
chief might not be dropped from the train into the
water beneath, and as the line descends through the
windings of the gorge the mountains on either side
frame pictures of a landscape widening over China-
men's gardens and acres of bananas and pineapples
to the coast. Here the cane fields of Hambledon
Plantation stretch in a sea of green across the feet of
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jungle-covered hills. A little further down upon the
Johnstone River, the plantations of Goondi and
Mourilyan spread palm-rimmed from the banks of
the river to the edges of the still uncleared scrub.
Upon the Herbert River the Victoria Plantation,
Ripple Creek, and MacNade serve as centres for the
settlement of small farmers, who in this district are
all growing cane for the larger mills.
From this point onwards down the coast the prin-
ciple of small growers and large mills is being rapidly
adopted as the new departure of the sugar industry.
Everywhere, whether it be upon these rivers or among
the lily-covered lagoons of the Burdekin delta, where
a system of artificial irrigation has been carried out
with signal success, or at Mackay, where the cane
fields are fast breaking the bounds of their pink-
flowering hedegrows and spreading to the very tops
of the surrounding hills, or still further down towards
the south, the cultivation of sugar represents just so
much land won from the wilderness. The scrub on
the Johnstone gives the best conception of the ground
with which farmers and planters have to deal. Culti-
vated clearings are still cut only in patches from the
edge of it, and the eye passes without transition from
the ordered growth of fruit or cane to the rank
luxuriance of vegetation which has never known an
axe. Palms, banyans, with their innumerable suckers,
silky oak, bloodwood, hickory, the bean tree, and a
thousand nameless trees, jostle each other in an im-
penetrable wall. The whole is netted and bound
together by monster creepers, which in some instances
drop curtains of verdure to the ground, and in others
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hang leafless, swaying upon the hot, dead air, like
loose ropes from the rigging of a ship. Some of them
are of the thickness of a man's arm, and will support a
weight, I was told, of five or six tons.
But no obstacle is worse for the clearer to encounter
than the lawyer vines where they are not burnt off.
These are a form of palm which grows in feathery
tufts along a pliant stalk, and fastens itself as a
creeper upon other trees. From beneath its tufts of
leaves it throws down trailing suckers of the thickness
of stout cord, armed with sets of sharp red barbs.
These suckers sometimes throw themselves from tree
to tree across a road which has not been lately used,
and render it as impassable to horses as so many
strains of barbed wire. When they merely escape
from the undergrowth of wild ginger and tree-fern and
stinging bush which fringes the scrub and coil them-
selves in loose loops upon the ground, they are
dangerous enough as traps for either man or horse.
In the jungle, where they weave themselves in and
out of the upright growths, they form a web which
at times defies every engine of destruction but fire.
It may easily be conceived that the work of clear-
ing in such ground is not light. In the Cairns district
it has nearly all been done by Chinamen. They are
not allowed to own freehold land in the colony, but
scrub land is often let to them on lease to clear and
use for a certain number of years. The ground, when
it is cleared, is extraordinarily rich, and they appear
to recoup themselves for their labour by the first
crops which they grow upon their leaseholds. The
owner afterwards has it in his power to resume his
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land, and the Chinaman passes on to clear and use
more scrub. In this way they are employed as a sort
of self-acting machine for the opening of the country.
They devote themselves principally to the cultivation
of fruit. A walk round a Chinese garden is an in-
structive botanical excursion, so many and strange
are the edible varieties of fruit to which you are in-
troduced. Spices, too, and flowers flourish under
their care, and the fields of bananas and pineapples
dotted with orange and mango orchards, which stretch
for miles beside the sugar plantations, are nearly all
Chinese. They ship fruit to the southern colonies,
but their profits must be very small, and one of the
principal complaints which is made against them is
that they can make a living where a white man would
starve. Nevertheless, it is found that where they hire
themselves out to work they are not a very great deal
cheaper than white men. They are employed to a
certain extent in mills where Kanaka labour is for-
bidden, but their principal labour is on the soil, where,
whether they clear it for their own use or for the use
of others, they are manifestly rendering at present
a very valuable service to the community.
The question of the employment of alien labour in
Australia is nowhere more vividly presented than at
this northern end of the belt of sugar cultivation.
Besides Chinamen there are in the district consider-
able numbers of Malays and Cingalese, Japanese and
Javanese, but the principal open-air labour of the
sugar plantations is furnished by Kanakas, who are
the native inhabitants of certain groups of South Sea
Islands not at present under the protection of any
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European flag. They are a very intelligent ,  active,
and docile people ,  and their labour was looked upon
as the mainstay of the Queensland sugar industry,
until in 1890 their further importation from the
islands was forbidden. Already the fall in the prices
of sugar and the over-capitalisation of many of the
plantations which had been bought at excessive
valuations at a time when the price of sugar was high
had caused a depression in the sugar industry.
The prohibition to import Kanaka labour was
received as its death sentence. The owners of some
of the principal mills and plantations prepared to
wind up their affairs  ;  others determined to move
their whole plant and establishment to Fiji. The
small farmers ,  who were dependent upon the central
mills for their market, saw themselves about to be
ruined and obliged once more to begin the world.
Fortunately for the fate of tropical Queensland, the
majority of the Kanakas then in the country had
three-year contracts still to run. The prohibition
would not have come into the full force of its disas-
trous operation until next year ,  and in the meantime,
seeing what the result must necessarily be upon an
industry which promises to do more than any other
single industry in the colony to settle an agricultural
population upon the soil, the Queensland Parliament
has rescinded its decision. A Bill brought in by the
Government this year permits the continued importa-
tion of Kanakas under certain  very  stringent regula-
tions.
The question whether cheap coloured labour is
really so essential to the successful cultivation of sugar
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as the planters assert has, of course, been hotly de-
bated .  The experience of non-tropical New South
Wales has been quoted to prove that it is ,  at least,
not an absolute necessity .  The reply of the Queens-
land planters is that the experience of a non-tropical
country counts for nothing in the tropics, and they
contend that the struggle involves something more
than the concession of their own immediate require-
ments .  In urging upon the Government the need of
permitting the employment of coloured labour upon
the sugar estates they are fighting the battle of North
Queensland, and endeavouring to win the recognition
of the common-sense principle that a tropical country
must be developed by tropical labour.
Coffee, tea ,  rice, tobacco ,  cotton, and other crops
have been grown experimentally with success ; they
cannot be grown commercially for want of labour.
The question which the sugar industry is testing is
whether the North Queensland of the future is to
come under these crops and take its place among the
rich produce markets of the world, or whether it is to
remain under jungle. It is no longer with the grass
and gum trees of temperate Australia that the culti-
vators of the soil have to  deal. They are  surrounded
here by a fiercer vegetation ; the soil has a fiercer
power of growth. Once conquered the growing power
is all on their side. The vigour which has produced
the jungle passes into their heavy crops, but the
struggle with exuberant nature seems to demand a
kind of labour that can only be given by men accus-
tomed, like the vegetation, to the sun.
It is only in the plantations that the importance of
I QUEENSLAND II
labour as an element in the cultivation of sugar can
be realised. The crop of cane which may be grown
upon an acre varies from fifteen to sixty tons. I have
heard of eighty tons being reaped from one acre, but
this is too exceptional to take into count. In the
north an average of eighteen or twenty tons, rising
under the influence of artificial irrigation and manures
to thirty or thirty-five, may be considered good. This
crop has to be weeded, hoed, and, as it grows towards
its full height, trimmed of its lower leaves. The latter
operation, which is known as " trashing," is one of the
hottest and most disagreeable to perform, and white
labourers absolutely refuse it. The stifling heat of
the thick growing cane which presses them on every
side and closes above their heads is, they say, more
than they can bear.
But it is in the cutting season that the weight and
bulk of the crop become most apparent. Where one
man can cut an acre of oats, it may be roughly said
that it takes ten to cut an acre of cane. It grows so
irregularly that machinery cannot be used. Every
stick must be separately cut and topped, the object
being to avoid waste by cutting as near as possible to
the root, and striking off the crown of leaves at the
right point. Too much taken off wastes good cane ;
too much left on introduces glucose matter, which
spoils the remainder of the juice. When it has been
cut the crop of cane is too heavy to be carried in the
ordinary fashion of our harvests. Waggons and horses
would not get through the work fast enough to keep
the mills employed, and portable tramways with
trucks to run upon them are laid down in all the
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fields. The cane. grows to a height of from eight feet
to twelve feet. While one row of blue-shirted Kanakas
is busy under the waving plumes of green, which
gradually fall before the advancing knives, another
row is engaged  in picking the cut cane from the thick
litter  of leaves amongst which it lies and passing it on
to be piled in sheaves upon the  trains  of waiting
trucks. The work is heavy, for a sheaf of cane is a
bigger burden than a sheaf of corn, and the bearers
sink sometimes  knee deep in the trash that lies upon
the ground . As the line of standing cane recedes the
tramways  are moved after it in order to minimise this
part  of the work.
All that can be done to save the expensive labour
of man is  done, but nothing can alter the fact that in
the nature of things cane requires more handling than
any ordinary crop. The average amount of labour
employed out of doors upon a large plantation is in a
proportion of one Kanaka to five acres. A thousand
acres  under cultivation means about 20o hands.
Whatever may be the possibilities of white men learn-
ing eventually to work under the tropical sun, it is
evident that a plantation which had to pay for this
labour  at the prevailing rates of Australian white
wages could not, all other things being equal, hope to
compete in  price with, say, a Cuban plantation ob-
taining  black labour at a rate of 4d. or 6d. a day.
Putting  the average of Australian white labour at  26s.
a week, without rations, the difference between the
Queensland  and the Cuban labour bill at the end of
the year would be as nearly as possible ;12,000.
Assume that the total yearly output of such a planta-
I  QUEENSLAND 13
tion were, as it might be, 3,000 tons of sugar, there is
at once a difference in the cost of production of £4 a
ton, which, with a wholesale market price of 13 a
ton, is enough to kill the industry. It is not, how-
ever, to be assumed that the Kanaka labour which is
at present employed is very cheap. The estimated
cost of each Kanaka, including the price of his
passage, is i 5s. a week, or about the price of agricul-
tural labour at home. This does not by any means
bring the cost of growing cane in Queensland down
to the cost in other tropical countries where local
black labour is available, and Queensland growers are
obliged as it is to exert themselves to the utmost in
order to make up by scientific methods of manufac-
ture and the closest attention to principles of economic
organisation for what is lost in the direction of labour.
It is one of the interests of sugar-growing in Queens-
land that it is to some extent a trial of brain  against
brawn.
There has been so much general misapprehension
on the subject of the employment of Kanaka labour
that it may be as well to recapitulate very briefly the
conditions under which Kanakas are brought into
Queensland. They are recruited from the  islands in
which they live by ships sailing under the strictest
regulations as to tonnage, crews, cargo, and sanitary
conditions. Each ship is accompanied by a Govern-
ment  agent, whose duty it is to see that before any
Kanaka comes on board the nature of the  contract
into  which he is entering is fully explained to him,
and that he does not come otherwise  than  of his own
free will. The captain of the ship  is bound under
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a penalty of 6500 to countenance no irregularity, and
upon landing in Queensland the Kanakas are again
examined by a Government official in order to ascer-
tain whether the conditions have been observed. The
contract upon which they enter is to come to work
on a sugar plantation in Queensland for three years,
to be provided during that time with food, clothes,
quarters, and other necessaries, to receive not less
than £6 a year in wages, and to be returned without
expense at the end of the three years to the island
from which they have been taken. Only married
women are allowed to come, and they are engaged
on exactly the same terms as the men.
It has been said that the system is liable to abuse,
that as a matter of fact Kanakas do not know where
they are coming nor what they are coming for, and
that they are not returned to their own island, but to
any island which happens to be most convenient. I
have inquired most carefully into each ground of
complaint, talking over the subject with ships' cap-
tains, Government agents, Polynesian inspectors, and
Kanakas themselves, and I think I am thoroughly
justified in the conclusion that there is absolutely no
foundation for such reports in the existing system.
There have been grave abuses in the past. Men are,
I believe, still undergoing punishment for the part
they took in them ; but recruiting, as it is now carried
on, is above the shadow of reproach. The constant
return to the islands of Kanakas who have served
their time in Queensland is in itself a safeguard
against the possibility of much misunderstanding
as to the nature of the contract which is entered into,
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and the fact that Kanakas when engaging usually
engage for service in a special district is an indication
that they know perfectly where they arc coming.
With regard to their return to their own islands,
the greatest care is exercised that there is no mistake.
Every man upon coming on board has a number
added in the ship's books to his name and the name
of the island from which he comes. This number is
entered in the books of the Polynesian inspector of
the district to which he goes and of the plantation
upon which he is employed. At whatever date the
term of his three years' engagement may expire, his
employer is bound to provide him with food and
shelter until a ship is starting for the island from
which he comes, and it is the duty of the Polynesian
inspector to see that his wages are duly paid and all
the conditions of the bargain kept. There is the
more reason to accept the satisfactory results of
inquiry into a part of the Kanaka question which
falls in the nature of things outside the possibility of
absolute personal experience, that it is easy for any one
who chooses to prove for himself the entire unrelia-
bility of the reports which have been circulated
regarding the treatment of Kanakas upon the plan-
tations while serving out the time of their engagement
in Queensland.
I had read accounts so harrowing of the sufferings
of these unfortunate aliens, of the disregard for life
which was shown by their temporary masters, of the
want of food, the bad accommodation, the overwork,
and the ill-treatment by overseers to which they were
subjected, that I was prepared to give the most
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careful attention to the subject. Having now visited
plantations throughout the whole length of the sugar
belt, including some of the principal plantations of
Bundaberg and Mackay, and, I think, almost every
plantation north of Mackay, having been allowed
everywhere to inspect the Kanaka quarters and
rations, and to have perfectly fair talks with the
Kanakas, I am in a position to say that not only are
they not ill-treated, but that I have never in any
country seen the lot of the average manual labourer
so well cared for.
The quarters in which they live are less good than
the cottages of our agricultural labourers. They are
either large sheds of corrugated iron with partitions,
similar to those in which the white labourers of the
west are housed, or grass huts built by the Kanakas
themselves after the fashion of their island homes.
Even here a great and significant difference is ob-
servable between the huts of what are known as
" time-expired " boys-that is, Kanakas who, having
served the time for which they engaged, have preferred
remaining in Queensland to returning home-and
the huts of new comers. The life of the new comer is
the home life of the savage. He has no furniture but
the wooden bed and blankets provided for him, and
no possessions. If he has a wife and family he lives
with them in the same animal simplicity as in their
own island. The time-expired boy, as a rule, has
adopted the household customs of civilisation. He
has a bedroom and a living room ; his beds rise to the
dignity of mosquito curtains ; his kitchen boasts
of table and chairs and pots and plates ; his wife
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becomes a fairly good cook, and I have seen suppers
prepared in Kanaka huts which an epicure need not
disdain.
Many of the men have a slight knowledge of
gardening, and all who choose are allowed on most
plantations to have gardens, in which they grow
vegetables for their own use. The household life
depends largely upon themselves-that is to say, it
is outside the limits of possibility that savages not
far removed from cannibalism, as many of the
islanders are upon their first arrival, should lead a
life even so relatively dignified or elevated as that
of the European labourer. That they improve as
they do in this respect is an indication of the effect
which is produced upon them by prolonged contact.
In every other respect there is no detail of their
material condition which is not more fortunate than
that of our agricultural and factory hands. The
rations, which are made compulsory by Government,
consist of tea, sugar, tobacco, soap, and 61b. of solid
food a day. This food includes i
i
lb. of meat, i I lb.
of bread, and 31b. of sweet potatoes or equivalent
vegetable. To this is usually added in the north,
where fruit is plentiful, as many bananas, pineapples,
mangoes, and water-melons as they can eat. The
manager of one plantation told me that bananas were
consumed in his Kanaka quarters at the rate of twelve
dozen per man per week. The bread which is given
to them is the same as that made for the household
of the planter, the meat is the meat from which he
is served, the potatoes and vegetables are fresh grown
upon the place. Married men who prefer it can have
C
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their rations served to them raw for their wives to
cook. For the others the rations are cooked, and
three meat meals a day are served to them either in
the quarters or in the fields, as may be most con-
venient. Details vary of course from plantation to
plantation, but this is the general basis of their
food.
Clothes are supplied to them at the rate of four
suits a year, and where there are children food and
clothes for them are thrown in as an extra. Thus, a
married couple, having built their own hut and made
a garden, may, if they please, live absolutely without
expense on food which, not only our labourers, but a
large part of our middle-class population rarely see in
sufficient quantity upon their tables, and at the end
of the year they have /'12 for pocket-money. Their
hours of labour are shorter than those of many a
farm hand at home. When they are not on task
work they work ten hours in the fields, with an hour
off in the middle of the day for dinner. When they
are on task work they usually manage to have
two or three hours for themselves in the hottest part
of the day. On many of the plantations they have
schools. On nearly all they are in the habit of
getting up concerts and athletic sports, of which they
are very fond.
They are well spoken of by the planters as gentle,
contented, and willing servants. I could not any-
where detect the expression of dejected drudgery
which is so often characteristic of the countenances of
our own working poor, and I doubt whether any one
could watch them sitting during the dinner hour under
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the shadow of the standing cane, with their plentiful-
rations of beef and bread and a barrel of sweetened
tea standing near at hand for every one to dip his
pannikin into at will, without at least a passing wish
that every labourer in England might have so good a
meal, earned under such light conditions. The more
I have seen of them the more I have been at a loss to
comprehend how the absurd stories which have gained
currency regarding them can have originated. One
fact in itself speaks volumes. Two-thirds of the
Kanakas now in Queensland are time-expired. Most
of them have been home and have re-engaged for a
second term of service. Some have preferred never
to leave the colony.
The concession of Kanaka labour has saved the
sugar industry for the present, but the question still
remains whether it can, even so, taking into considera-
tion the still cheaper labour at the disposal of sugar-
planters in other countries, be made to pay. This is
a question which individual planters will answer
differently according to their various experience.
Men who cling to the old system of large plantations
and unimproved methods of manufacture will say
that it cannot. The figures and facts which have
been collected for me by men who are making it pay
and who see their way to make it pay still better in
the future answer conclusively that it can. The
industry as it exists in Queensland is only in the
germ, but it has capabilities which may make it one
of the most important sources of wealth that the
colony possesses. One of the most interesting aspects
of its future is that it offers an opportunity such as
C2
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does not often present itself in the history of a new
country for the settlement of a peasant proprietary
upon the soil. It opens at the same time so valuable
a field for the employment of English capital and
labour that it will be worth while in another letter to
enter with some detail into its actual prospects.
II
THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IN QUEENSLAND
HISTORICALLY,  the interest which attaches to the
sugar industry in Queensland is that in fighting the
battle of its own existence it fights the question of
the development or non -development of the tropical
portion of the Australian continent, with all the
important issues that are involved. Actually, it has
another interest of a more immediate and practical
character .  It offers at the present moment a field
for the employment of English labour ,  intelligence,
and capital ,  such as is rarely presented by agricultural
enterprise ,  and the opportunity appears to me to be
one which ought not to be missed for want of know-
ledge of the existing conditions.
The old  system of sugar cultivation concentrated
all the interests in a few hands. The same man  was
planter ,  mill-owner, and manufacturer .  Cultivation
was expensive ,  manufacture unscientific ,  and mill-
owning often supremely unbusiness -like. For a time
prices were so high that nothing mattered ; sugar
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was looked upon as a golden harvest for which men
had only to scatter seed in order to be richly
rewarded. There was a transition period in which
speculative capital was largely invested.
Then came the darkness of adversity. Prices fell,
estates purchased in expectation of old values were
found to be immensely over capitalised ; the un-
certainties of colonial labour legislation, added to all
the other difficulties with which embarrassed planters
were endeavouring to deal, proved too much for the
system, and the sugar industry went more or less
literally through the Bankruptcy Court. From the
public point of view the result has not been altogether
regrettable. Individuals were ruined ; the industry
has benefited. It has been brought out of the
fantastic region of an El Dorado and set solidly
upon its feet on the sober ground of remunerative
enterprise. The same thing, in fact, has happened
to it that happens to a good mine which has been
over-boomed. While speculators have been turning
away in disgust, men who understood the business
have re-organised the entire system of working and
development and have rendered the property more
valuable than it ever was before.
It has been recognised that planting can be carried
on much more economically upon a small scale than
it can upon a large scale, while manufacture is better
and more profitable with the resources of a consider-
able capital at command. The usual proportion of
labour to land on a plantation of I,ooo acres is one
Kanaka to every five acres, while a farmer holding
goo acres will employ only ten Kanakas, or one to
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every ten acres .  The labour bill is at once reduced
50 per cent .,  and the expensive item of supervision is
altogether abolished ,  with the result that the farmer
can afford to sell cane to the mill more cheaply than
the mill-owner can grow it for himself .  At the same
time, ten men  are  holding land which, under the old
system, was held by the planter alone. Economically
and politically ,  the system has such definite advantages
that the only matter for surprise is that they have not
been recognised before.
On the other hand, the improvements of modern
machinery and the benefits which have been found
to result from the substitution of scientific methods
for the rough -and-ready ways of rule-of-thumb manu-
facture have created a position in which the small
owner has no place .  Badly -made sugar is more than
expensive  ;  it is ruinous ,  for it cannot possibly com-
mand a price in competition with a superior quality
which has been more cheaply produced .  But a mill
which contains the expensive machinery and employs
the expensive labour rendered absolutely essential by
the new methods ,  does not pay unless it turns out
more sugar than could be readily grown on even a
very large estate.
Both causes  are working towards the same effect.
The planter and mill-owner who grew all his own cane
and made all his own sugar is becoming a figure of
the past, and the principle of small  growers  and large
mill-owners is accepted as the basis of future success.
From end to end of the sugar district the transition is
working itself out in different  ways. At Bundabcrg
the Millaquin refinery, which is one of the largest and
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most complete mills in Queensland, works entirely
upon juice bought from the neighbouring farmers and
pumped into the mill from tanks fed by many miles
of underground pipes. So do other mills still further
south. The disadvantage of this system is that it
leaves the very important item of crushing still in the
hands of the unscientific farmer. The mill protects
itself to some extent by paying for no juice that
it does not receive; but if the application of better
methods of crushing will bring, as in some instances
they have been found to do, 20 per cent. more juice
out of the cane, it is evident that scientifically crushed
cane-juice ought' to be one-fifth cheaper,.  plus  the
price of the more elaborate process. For this reason
central mills prefer to buy the cane itself and keep the
whole of the manipulation in their own hands.
In the north, on the cleared scrub land of the
Herbert river, the system of small farming is in full
activity. Here selectors, living upon i 6o-acre Govern-
ment lots, are growing cane with great success for
the neighbouring mills. Amongst several into whose
accounts I went with some care, I found that the man
who was least well off had cleared ioo acres of land,
of which 7o acres were under cane, and that he was
making an income of about £8oo a year, with working
expenses of £500. He had started originally as a
ploughman, without any capital, and, in addition to
his land, now possesses a very good two-storeyed
house and all the horses and implements necessary to
the cultivation of his farm. The others were in a
very similar position, with incomes varying up to
-050o and working expenses to /iooo. The propor-
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tion between working expenses and gross receipts
was generally as five to eight. All of these men
started as labourers and have worked to their existing
position in periods of from ten to twelve years, dating
from the time of taking up their land .  It is only
since they have begun to grow sugar that they
have achieved the results with which they arc so
satisfied .  Other than tropical farming has not yet
been found to pay in that district. All of them
were dependent upon the mills of the big plantations
for their markets and were under a five years'
contract to supply as much cane as they could grow.
All of them were assured that, provided they were
not deprived of the labour which they can at present
command, the future which lies before them is
satisfactory.
The price of cane varies throughout the sugar dis-
trict ,  according to weight of crop ,  quality of cane, &c.,
from Ss. per ton of cane standing in the field-which
was the lowest price that I heard any where quoted-to
13s. per ton cut and delivered at the mill. The average
price of standing cane may be reckoned throughout
the north at ios .  a ton ,  and the contract price for
cutting and delivering runs from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 9d.
The farmer who has Ioo acres under cane has as
much as he is able to supervise satisfactorily himself,
and working under a five years' contract he is able to
see pretty clearly what his gross receipts are likely to
amount to .  The expenses of management and the
improvement of the weight of crop by cultivation
leave room for individual variation .  The mill -owners
on the Herbert river are so satisfied that cane grown
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for them at this price is cheaper than they can grow it
for themselves that they are now cutting up their own
plantations into small holdings and offering them to
tenants who will grow cane for them under a similar
contract. Here, where the rainfall is heavy and
regular, there is no fear of drought, and the crop can
be reckoned upon with tolerable regularity.
A little further to the south, upon the open flats of
the Burdekin delta, where the difficulties of an irregu-
lar rainfall have to be dealt with, it seemed less likely
that a system of small farming should be carried out
with success. Throughout this district lagoons, which
fill themselves by infiltration from the sandy soil,
offer facilities for a system of artificial irrigation,
which have been taken advantage of by the big plan-
tations. Everywhere under the beds of rose-coloured
lilies, which preserve the surface of the water from
evaporation, the nozzles of centrifugal pumps have
been introduced, and millions of gallons of water are
distributed daily over the fields. The difference in
the weight of crop produced by irrigated and unirri-
gated land amounts to as much as ten tons of cane, or
£5 in money value, and the expense of irrigation is
estimated at about /i ios. an acre.
As in the case of other processes which require
machinery, irrigation is relatively cheaper when it is
carried out upon a large scale. Where the planter
and mill-owner are one the profit on the manufacture
of ten tons of cane must be added to this increased
production. Take this to be only the profit upon one
ton of sugar-and in reality it would be more, for the
cane must be very poor or very poorly treated which
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yields only one ton of sugar to ten tons-and the net
profit of irrigation will be scarcely less than 68 an
acre. Here, if anywhere, it would seem advantageous
for cultivation and manufacture to be retained in the
same hands, but here, as on the Herbert, the system
of small farming is recognised to be so obviously the
best that the plan is being adopted of setting up
central pumps and hiring out the water at so much
an acre in order to enable small farmers to cultivate
under the best conditions.
At Mackay, which is universally regarded as the
centre of intellect of the sugar industry, the system
has been carried to its furthest expression, and
peasant proprietors working their own plots with the
assistance of their wives and children are doing well.
The North Eton Central Mill, for which the capital
was advanced by Government on the understanding
that none but white labour should be employed, is
almost exclusively supplied by cane grown in this
way. It has not yet been established that any
extent of ground larger than thirty or forty acres
can be profitably worked by one man under this
system, and so far only married men, whose families
supply the cheap and reliable labour elsewhere ob-
tained from Kanakas, have succeeded. Cane grown
by white labour in Queensland carries with it at
present the advantage of establishing a peasant pro-
prietorship, but it has the disadvantage of forcing
women and children to heavy labour in the fields and
of restricting the area of plots of cane to as much as
one man can cultivate for himself. It would also
entirely prevent the establishment of the yeoman or
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gentleman-farmer class, who form no less valuable
and desirable a part of the community.
This is the class to which more than to any other
the movement which is now taking place in favour of
the sub-division of large estates offers exceptional
advantages. The market which has been created by
the mill-owner is at the farmer's disposal, and he is
allowed to take up land under the almost unique con-
dition that he shares in the profits of an industrial
enterprise. He depends, it is true, upon the mill of
the neighbourhood to take his cane, but the mill
depends no less upon him to grow the cane. The
one man cannot exist without the other, and
both are essential to the success of the industry in
which they are mutually interested. Say that a mill
has been constructed with machinery capable of
turning out 4,000 tons of sugar in the course of the
crushing season. In order to keep it working to its
full capacity it must have from 30,000 to 40,000 tons
of cane.
Had it been possible to produce this quantity
economically on one large plantation the present
movement of expansion in the number of people
admitted to share the profits would never have taken
place. It was precisely because it was not possible
that the old-fashioned planter looked upon the culti-
vation of sugar as a played-out game, and the new-
fashioned sugar-maker is inviting the co-operation of
small farmers. In doing so he necessarily places his
prosperity in their hands. If for any reason the
farmers fail or refuse to supply the amount of cane
required, the mill is deprived of just so much profit,
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and, the  capital invested in the machinery remaining
always  the same ,  interest  is cut down proportionately.
The mill must pay or the  market of the growers
is gone .  Cane-growing  must pay or the mill is
stopped. This  inherent interdependence constitutes
the strength of the position ,  and is  the safeguard of
both  parties to the bargain.
Accepting this  as the first  axiom of the  industry
that,  unless sugar -growing can give a profit to all,
there will  be no profit for any, it  remains to find out
what profit may be fairly looked for by the different
classes  engaged in it. I divide  them into three-the
manufacturer ,  the gentleman farmer, and  the peasant
proprietor. The manufacturer  and the farmer ,  it must
be understood ,  are both of  them  employers  of coloured
labour, though  the manufacturer  employs  white labour
in by far  the larger  proportion . The peasant pro-
prietor represents  only his  own labour and the labour
of his family .  Coloured races  not being allowed to
own land in the  colony, the  peasant who grows up on
freehold land must be necessarily  white. Chinamen
and Kanakas  are, however ,  growing sugar on a small
scale on leasehold ,  and on the Burdekin especially
the knowledge  of irrigation possessed  by Chinamen
renders them  apt in adopting  the new methods of
cultivation.
Economically speaking ,  the relation of coloured
labour to the industry  is the same as the relation of
machinery to other  manufactures ,  and the agitation
against it ,  which is  maintained  by the labour party
on the assumption that the introduction  of coloured
labourers deprives  the white  workmen  of employ-
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ment, is an almost exact parallel of the agitation
against the introduction of machinery into England
in the beginning of the century. I do not wish, in
saying this, to seem to ignore the fact that there is an
opposition conducted upon much higher grounds,
which protests, for social and political reasons, against
the introduction of a servile race into a self-governing
colony, whose institutions are founded upon a basis of
popular representation. But, leaving the moral aspect
of the question for the moment on one side, the
figures which have been placed at my disposal show,
I think, pretty conclusively that no one has in a
material sense more to gain from the development of
the sugar industry than the white labourer.
With regard to the profits of manufacture, upon
which all the rest depend, I have been allowed to
take the actual cost of 2,500 tons of sugar made in
the present season from the books of a mill-owner
whose estate was in i88o a dairy farm employing
eight permanent hands. At the present moment it
supports 212 whites and 420 South Sea Islanders.
All the figures are taken from weekly abstracts. The
whites are charged wages, and rations at 5s. a week ;
the islanders are estimated at 15s. a week. White
wages vary according to the quality of employment.
The average throughout the mill, including some lads
at i 5s. a week, and exclusive of a sugar-maker who
received £150 for the six months of the crushing
season, is  21s. 6d. plus  rations per week. Together
with mill supplies, including waste, oil, and every-
thing except new machinery, the total amounts to
£3,513 7s. The cost per ton works out as follows :-
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Wages and mill supplies . . . . . . . . . . . /1 8 2
Firewood (i ton of wood per ton of sugar) at 5s. a ton o 5 0
Carriage to wharf (contract) . . . . . . . . . . 0 3 3
Sewing bags, per ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 4
Wharf labour included in wages . . . . . . . . o o o
8.5 tons of cane at 13s., in trucks, overseering and
transport is. per ton . . . . . . . . . . . 5 19 o
467 15 9
Net price at the wharf after analysis in Sydney . Z11  15 0
Net profit over  working expenses  . . . . . . . 63 19 3
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Call this roughly, for purposes of easier calculation,
£4 profit, out of which interest upon capital has to be
paid.
The heart of the question is only reached when
the total output of sugar and the total capital ac-
count are known. If the total output is 3,000 tons
and the capital account anything under £ioo,ooo, the
mill-owner may be well content with a return of 12
per cent. If the output falls below 2,000 tons and the
capital account amounts, as in the case of one very
large but now abandoned estate which I was shown
upon the Burdekin delta, to nearly a quarter of a
million, the result may easily be ruin. It clears the
position, therefore, to be able to add that a factory
capable of turning out over 3,000 tons of sugar in
the season, and possessing fifteen miles of tramway
with 260 trucks for the conveyance of cane, can be
set up at a capital cost of £60,ooo. This is not a
fancy estimate, but is taken, like the cost of manu-
facture, from the books of a mill actually working
upon the figures named. It is exclusive of any
land. It rests with the individual manufacturer to
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take care that his capital is advantageously laid out
in the first instance ,  and that the mill works up to
its full capacity ,  with due regard for economy in the
methods employed .  Sugar-making ,  like every other
business ,  affords ample scope for organisation, and,
while it becomes every day more interesting ,  because
every day more scientific ,  its tendency is to become
less and less a profession for amateurs . All that is
proved by the figures which I have been able to
quote is that for the mill-owner who knows his
business there are  very  satisfactory profits to be
made. The dividends paid regularly by the Colonial
Sugar Company will fully bear  out this assertion.
The mill-owner who does not know his business re-
mains free to fail ,  and to declare that there is no
longer a living to be made out of sugar.
In the estimate of the first cost of the sugar it will
be observed that the price of cane to the manufacturer
is put down at 13s. in the trucks .  This is the basis
upon which the profits of the grower may be
calculated . Two sets of  figures have been prepared
for me with the greatest care, one relating to what I
will call the gentleman farmer because he is in the
position of an employer and does not give his own
personal labour ,  the other relating to the peasant
proprietor or leaseholder ,  who employs no labour
outside that of his own family .  I may mention that
they came to me from different sources. The con-
clusions, in so far as they confirm each other, are
therefore the more reliable .  The first set gives an
estimate of average receipts and expenditure on a
farm of 10o acres for six years ,  6o acres being under
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crop and the balance reserved for grazing, garden,
homestead, &c. The price of the land, bought at 65
an acre under a buying lease of five years, is included
in the expenditure. It is not possible, within reason-
able limits of space, to give the whole return, in
which the cost of each operation is worked out in
detail. I can only briefly summarise the result :-
In the first eighteen months there is an outlay of
£636 5s., with a return of only 6487 155., which
leaves a debit balance of 6148 i os. to be subtracted
from the next year's profit. The second year gives
an expenditure of £460, with return of £715. The
whole first expenditure is now paid off, with a net
profit of ,io6 ios. The third year gives expenditure
of £468 i 5s., with a return of £715 ios.-net profit
£246 15s. The fourth year gives expenditure of
£265 15s. Thirty acres this year are followed and
returns are only £315-net profit X49 5s. Fifth year
expenditure £418, returns £580-net profit £162.
Sixth year expenditure 636o 15s., returns, 6715-
net profit £354 5s. From this time the farmer has
no more rent to pay. The land, worth £500, is his
own and his expenditure will be reduced by £ioo
a year.
The result of the six years, therefore, stands thus
Net profit, £g18 15s. ; horses and plant, 1-200; land,
£500 ; crop, estimated to produce, net, £272-{1,890.
I give the figures as they have been supplied to me,
all labour being calculated at contract prices, assum-
ing that the farmer does no manual work, and that
he buys land which has been already cleared. The
result is less favourable than the instances which crime
D
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under my personal observation on the Herbert, in
which the farmers worked themselves and paid
nothing for land, and much less favourable than an
account given to me by one gentleman farmer at
Mackay of his actual experience of seven years.
He had given his own work in the first years,
employing Kanakas and working with them, thus
keeping for himself the profit which, in the estimate
given above, goes to the contractor. He had also
taken up scrub land and cleared it instead of buying
land at 65 an acre. His experience was by so much
the rougher and the richer. In the seven years there
were two years of drought. They may therefore be
taken as including a fair average of accident. The
result for him was that, having started with ,700 of
borrowed capital and taken up 8o acres of uncleared
scrub, he found himself at the end of the seven years
with 8o acres of rich land under cane, a good house,
the £700 of borrowed capital paid off, and /2,000 in
the bank.
This is a result which demands no exceptional
ability. It may be achieved by any healthy, industrious,
and fairly intelligent man who cares enough about
the future to endure the hardships of the earlier years.
A young man coming out from England, whether
he be the son of a gentleman or not, would do well
to come with a resolution to serve his apprenticeship
by working, in the first instance, for wages until he
has gained practical experience. Suppose that he
comes out at the age of twenty, that he works as a
labourer for LI a week and his rations up to the age
of twenty-three, and that he then enters upon such a
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seven years' experience as I have described. If he
finds himself at the age of thirty in possession of a
farm upon which the crop is worth not much less than
a thousand a year, with a good house, and a balance
of /2,ooo at the bank, the ten years will certainly
have produced a better result than can be hoped for
by many of the younger sons of clergymen and other
professional men as the outcome of ten years' work
under the ordinary conditions that offer themselves
for their acceptance.
For the gentleman, as for the workman, it should,
however, be said at once that it is useless for any man
to enter upon the life unless he is steady, healthy, and
endowed with some constancy of purpose. Cane-
growing means work. It does not demand of a man
that he should be a genius, a hero, or an athlete. It
does demand that he shall be mentally, morally, and
physically sound. The average good fellow who feels
himself scarcely qualified to face the fierce competi-
tion of an older country but is prepared to do his duty
according to the catechism definition may do very
well. The average loafer and tippler and young man
who expects his plums to fall ripe into his mouth will
do no good. There are modest fortunes to be made.
There are none to be lounged into.
A great deal that has been said with regard to
the farmer applies, of course, to the peasant pro rie .
The difference is rather one ®f degree than of kind
except in this respect, that whether the labour be
given or hired there is always the larger expense of
the living and labour of white men to be deducted
from the profit yielded by any given number of acres.
D 2
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The only place from which I have been able to
obtain authentic details of the cost and profit of sugar
growing under these conditions is the North Eton
Central Mill at Mackay. I assume that what holds
good there will hold good throughout the sugar dis-
tricts generally, with slight differences as to terms of
leases and price of cane, and with probably some
greater difficulty for the white man in working out
of doors as he goes further north.
There are at present between 2,000 and 3,000 acres
of forest and scrub land available within the market
area of the North Eton Mill, which can be taken
up on the exact terms described. The mill, I should
explain, is the property of shareholders who own
land in the vicinity, and either grow cane for their
own market or sell or sub-let in small lots. The
smallest lot from which subsistence for the grower
and any margin of profit can be drawn is twenty acres.
Even this is too much for a single man to cultivate,
and it will not repay him if he hires white assistance.
A married man with an active wife and four or five
children, ranging up to the ages of twelve and thirteen,
has all that he can do with forty acres. The North
Eton Mill owners let land under three different sorts
of leases. One is that the farmer shall get market
price for all his cane and pay Li an acre for the land
-market price being at present Us.  a ton.
Under the second form of lease the farmer con-
tracts to sell all his cane at ios. 6d. a ton, and the
difference between  ios. 6d.  and the market price is
accepted as a royalty in the place of rent. The
third form of lease is for scrub land, where the crops
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are heavy and a royalty of is. per ton of cane is
accepted instead of rent. Under all these leases the
owner of the land will advance the money required
for preliminary expenses, and take payment out
of crop when it is ripe. The first outlay, including
four horses, materials for a house, and the necessary
ploughs and other implements, will amount to
something over Cioo. The estimate which has been
supplied to me of the results of five years' work for a
family taking up forty acres, which quantity will be
necessary in order to enable them to get crops in
rotation, though it will never be all at one time under
cane, can be summarised as follows :-
1st year . No cane.
2nd year . 7 acres late planting, at 25 tons = 175 tons
at 13s._ . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ I I 3 15 O
5 acres early planting, at 35 tons = . . . 11315 0
3rd year 5 acres late planting, at 25 tons = . . 81 5 0
7 acres 1st ratoons (late plant), 25 tons = I13 15 0
7 acres late planting, at 25 tons = . . 113 15 0
5 acres 1st ratoons (early), at i8 tons = . 58 io 0
4th year 5 acres 1st ratoons (late), 25 tons =  Si  5 0
7 acres 2nd ratoons, at Io tons = 45 TO0
7 acres late planting, at 25 tons = IT')15 0
5th year J 7 acres 1st ratoons (late), 25 tons = . . . 113 15 0
TO acres 2nd ratoons, To tons = . . . . 65 0 0
In all, 1,560 tons of cane at 13s. = . . . . . . x'1,014 0 0
Against this the expenses will be :-
House, horses, and implements . . . . . . . . . £io2 17 0
Food and clothing for five years, at 30s. a week . . 39o 0 o
Repairs, &c., at X16 4s. a year . . . . . . . . .  81 0 0
£573 17
Rent for five years at X40 . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 0
£773 17
0
0
0
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The clear profit after living for five years will he
£240 3s., besides house and horses. The man who
owns this sum, in addition to the means of livelihood,
is in a position to take up freehold land if he chooses
but it is to be observed that 6240 would not pay the
wages of a white labourer at the average rate for
five years. To employ even one labourer would
convert the profit balance into a loss, and success
depends upon the family being able to work the
land entirely for themselves. The difficulty of rais-
ing the first capital, which is usually the stum-
bling block in the way of small enterprise, is got
rid of by the advantage which mill-owners find in
advancing it.
On the Herbert river plantations, which are not
limited to white labour, are letting land to farmers in
larger lots and under similar conditions. With
regard to the estimate of 3os. a week for the food
and clothing of the family I may add that in cost of
living Queensland differs greatly from South Africa.
It is essentially the poor man's country. Meat, bread,
and vegetables are so cheap that a man lives largely
with three meat meals a day and other small luxuries
at a cost of about 5s. a week. Fruit where it grows
is so plentiful that it has no price. Where it does not
grow it can hardly be obtain- at all. Horse and
cattle feed costs very little, and no homestead need
be without cows and poultry. Even the Kanakas
on the sugar plantations keep poultry for their
own use.
These facts prove, I think without doubt, that the
sugar industry in Queensland offers very great ad-
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vantages alike to mill-owners, farmers, and labourers.
It has impressed me, in travelling over the thousand
miles or so of coast throughout which the plantations
are distributed, that these advantages have been
hardly realised as yet except by the scattered groups
of individuals who are at different points reaping the
benefit of them. Even the sugar industry itself
appears as a whole to be half unconscious of the
results of the re-organisation through which it has
passed and lies, as it were, still asleep in the dawn of
its own prosperity. The fact is not altogether sur-
prising when the immense distances which divide the
centres of cultivation are taken into account. Every
one has not the time to travel a thousand miles in
order to make himself acquainted with the results of
his neighbours' work, and the small farmer of the
Herbert and the Barron is almost as ignorant as
a Londoner of what is being done in Bundaberg and
Mackay.
But this unconsciousness will not last. Plantations
now are thinly scattered up and down the coast like
seed sown over a wide field. It seems inevitable that
the wealth which a sugar settlement can develop will
come soon to be a matter of general recognition.
When it does plantations must begin to multiply
themselves, and, the movement of expansion once
started, there is no reason to assign any limit to it
other than that set by the requirements of the world's
market. Nor can there be much question that the
successful cultivation of sugar carried on under a
system which gives employment to so many hands
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and settles such a proportionately large population on
the soil will bring in its train the cultivation of other
tropical crops . All the  resources of a new country
are here at command.
In the Cairns district alone, where at present the
plantations ,  including those on the Johnstone and the
Herbert, could be counted on the fingers of two
hands, there are not less than 2,500 square miles of
tropical scrub which wait to be cleared .  Much of
this as it stretches inland towards the rich mineral
district of Herberton is covered with cedar ,  of which
the timber value alone is not easy to estimate .  Single
specimen trees have been known to yield 20,000
superficial feet ,  and 7 ,000 is an ordinary measure-
ment. They average generally 6oo superficial feet to
the ton ,  and large quantities wait only for the country
to be opened in order to be put upon the market.
Besides these tthere are many kinds of pine ,  and the
silky oak and the bean-tree are also valuable.
On the Burdekin ,  at Mackay ,  at Bundaberg and
south of it there exist large quantities of virgin land.
The climate ,  especially as it leaves the region of
heavy rainfall and gets towards the south ,  though
hot, is not unhealthy .  The inhabitants of Mackay
even claim for their climate that it is one of the most
delightful in the world .  Nothing appears to be
wanted for the development of the country but
labour and capital .  If these are allowed to come in
unimpeded by prohibitive legislation the future can
be scarcely doubtful .  At present ,  as one of the
successful planters observed to me, the colony is
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suffering chiefly from too much fatness of land and
no people to use it . Upon the  coast alone vegetation
runs riot over vast areas of fertile soil, and snakes
and alligators now disport themselves in solitude
where a population as thick as the population of
Egypt might subsist.
III
THE MINERAL WEALTH OF QUEENSLAND
ROCKHAMPTOIy.
THE character and resources of the interior of
Queensland differ as widely from the character and
resources of the coast as the north differs from the
south .  Between them there is the barrier of the great
Coast Range . This  range is a continuation of the
mountain chain which runs through all the eastern
colonies of Australia in a line more or less parallel
with the line of the coast, rocks of the same formation
occurring again towards the northern part of the
South Australian border .  The Queensland portion of
it approaches in places ,  as at Cairns, to within a few
miles of the sea, and recedes in others far enough to
encircle considerable tracts of flat coast country, while
its outlying spurs on the western side almost bridge
the colony in the Herberton and Georgetown district
towards the southern shore of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
Yet, notwithstanding these irregularities ,  it creates on
the whole throughout its length a distinct dividing line
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of soil, climate, and pursuits. The vast rolling plains
of the interior carry the flocks and herds which con-
stitute the pastoral wealth of the colony.
Nearly all the mineral and agricultural wealth is to
be found wrapped round and about or in connexion
with the coast and the Coast Range. It is the main
geological feature of the country. Some of the rocks
of which it is composed are of older than Devonian
formation ; some are of the carbonifero-Permian age.
There are beds of granite and beds of slate, and over-
lying these there are later beds of basalt. Gold and
other minerals are found in conjunction with both the
granite and the carboniferous beds. Wherever there
is basalt there is a good agricultural soil. The great
mass of the interior, which is believed to have been
once an inland sea surrounded by the islands of the
ranges is of a much more modern cretaceous forma-
tion, overlaid in places by beds of new sandstone, and
has no mineral deposits. Opals are found at the
edges of junction between the old beds and the new,
but they are believed to belong really to the forma-
tions of the Coast Range and to have been washed
into their present places by the subsequent action of
water.
This is, in very brief summary, the scientific expla-
nation given to me of the fact which holds, I believe
roughly, true at least of the eastern half of the Aus-
tralian continent that gold lies like a broken bracelet
in an irregular circle round its edge, but is rarely found
in the interior. As might be expected from her
length of coast, Queensland possesses a large section
of the bracelet. Four of the six leading gold-fields of
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Australia are within her borders. One of them, Char-
ters Towers, headed the list of all the Australian fields
last year with its total of production.
Another, Rockhampton, contains the famous Mount
Morgan. They are situated at different ends of the
beds of the old Coast Range at heights which vary
from 300 ft. to i,2oo ft. above the sea, and are con-
nected by numerous smaller fields which line both the
western and the eastern face of the range, thus show-
ing that the gold-bearing belt is recurrent throughout
its length. Gympie, which is the most southern, is in
conjunction with carboniferous beds almost exactly
similar to those which underlie the Palmer gold-fields
in the north.
Croydon, which is the most northern of the four
and is situated on the north-western extremity of the
great spur that juts across towards the Gulf of Car-
pentaria occurs, like Charters Towers, in granite.
The fact serves to illustrate the manner in which the
mineral-bearing beds of the range alternate and are
interwoven with one another. The distance of Croy-
don from the sea is usually calculated as only 95
miles from the western coast, which is geographically
its nearest seaboard. But as the field belongs in a
true geological sense to the formations of the east
coast, it should be reckoned as lying like Charters
Towers on the inland ridges of the range. It is
connected with the eastern coast by a tableland
stretching for between 20o and 300 miles in an
almost unbroken succession of valuable mineral
deposits.
Of the  four  none can compare in unique elements
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of interest with Mount Morgan. It is an exception
to all the geological laws of the district, and stands
on the eastern face of the range on a patch of sand-
stone surrounded by the older Devonian rocks.
Through the sandstone some violent convulsion
of nature has taken place, and it is believed that the
existence of Mount Morgan is due to the action of
an enormous geyser similar to those now active in
Iceland and dating probably from tertiary times,
which brought up chloride of gold with its crater
and deposited the remarkable cone that now rises
for some 700 ft. above the level of the surrounding
valley.
It was for a long time believed to be a mountain of
ironstone pure and simple, and when it was sold ten
years ago by the original owner the price paid for it
was only £640. It is said to have ruined since then
more men than it has enriched, but this may be taken
as only a strong way of expressing the fact that its
almost fabulous returns caused it to become the
subject of a great deal of wild speculation. A mine
which has paid nearly three millions sterling in
dividends within ten years, and stands at the end of
the time in a condition of such admirably organised
development as that of Mount Morgan at the
present moment, cannot have been in truth a source
of impoverishment to the colony.
The easiest way to reach the mine is by a drive of
twenty-six miles across country from Rockhampton.
It is far removed from any habitation except that of
the little township which it has created for itself, and
the road undulates over lightly-wooded ridges till one
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sharp climb across a natural mountain wall, known as
the Razor-back and deserving of the name, shuts out
everything but a green sea of grassed and timbered
hills. In the midst of it the eye is naturally caught
by the fantastic, many-coloured mountain with a
streak of water and a mining settlement at its foot.
The minerals in it which carry gold are of the most
different descriptions. There is red hematite, which
sets everything aflame with crimson tints fading
down to palish pink. There are masses of white
silicious sinter as friable as chalk and so light that it
looks more like froth than stone. There is iron
pyrites, of which the beautiful colours have earned
for it the name of peacock ore, and there are bright
bands of yellow ochre.
It has been often spoken of as a mountain of gold.
It is really a mountain of which the core is seamed
and traversed and permeated with gold. At the top
the core becomes practically the whole mountain ;
there is nothing to be done with it but to take it all
to the mill, and the open workings, which are carried
on in successive steps or " benches," throwing all its
colours into contrast with the trees and greenery that
still crown the ledges, have the effect of rough battle-
ments against the sky. Men employed upon them
blast and break away the ore and send it down by
means of an aerial tram which connects the top of
the mountain with the crushing works on the other
side of the valley. Skips are perpetually going and
returning along the stretched wire, which at a little
distance becomes invisible, and the first suggestion is
of some occult process of enchantment by which the
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heavy loads are induced to sail in defiance of gravity
through the air.
The lower slopes are covered still in parts with
grass and trees .  Here, where, as the mountain sides
slope outwards, an always increasing quantity of
barren earth has to be pierced in order to reach the
golden core ,  the workings are carried on within the
mountain, and they are reached by tunnels cut through
it at successive levels. On entering you are not con-
fined to the narrow passages of the ordinary reef
mine. The whole heart of the mountain is to be
taken out ,  and the timbered chambers in which you
find yourself resemble rather the halls of a spacious
castle than the burrows of a quartz vein. At one
place where I asked the measurement there was a
space of 400 ft .  by 200 ft .,  and men were at work
enlarging it still further .  The timbering consisted
of solid squared 9 in. beams ,  of which the uprights
stood like pillars at distances of 7 ft .  from one another.
We walked very  literally on gold, and gold was round
us in the walls, for the stuff which they were taking
away averaged three ounces to the ton. It was all
here pure white, and so light that when a piece of
the size of an ordinary bath sponge was broken off
and put into a pail of water it floated on the top.
The gold in it is extremely fine, and a few handfuls
of the white stuff being roughly crushed and washed
out in a shallow pan covered the surface of the water
with a powdery gold film .  This unusual fineness was
the cause of a great deal of gold being lost so long as
wet processes of concentration were in use .  Instead
of sinking, as gold is usually expected to do, it
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floated away in the water. Only 45 per cent. of the
gold given by the assays was recovered as free gold ;
30 per cent. was found in the tailings ; the remaining
25 per cent. absolutely disappeared. This has now
been corrected by the use of a dry process of con-
centration, which saves  9 8 per cent. of the amount
given by the assays.
The internal workings are on different levels, of
which one is 140 ft. below the other, and they have to
be entered by separate tunnels. The lowest is far
from the bottom of the mountain, and to reach the
entrance involves a steep ascent. From the higher
working stope ladders lead through six successive
floors, each timbered like the one below, to the lowest
of the open workings. A climb then in the blazing
sun from bench to bench, holding on by trees,
scrambling over rocks, and making good your way
as best you can by tracks over which your passage is
disputed by disturbed and browsing goats, completes
the odd experience of going " up " instead of " down "
a mine. A prospecting shaft of i,ioo ft. in depth,
sunk from the base of the mountain, offers an
opportunity of descent as well to any one who may
desire it, but the interest of the workings is at
present all in the upper levels. The open benches
are five in number, and are cut upon different faces
of the hill. They vary in depth from about 20 ft. to
40 ft., and it is only here that the exquisite colour
and variety of the gold-bearing ore can be fairly
seen.
There are places where, in its setting of surrounding
sky, the freshly-broken earth looks like nothing less
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than the section of an arrested rainbow. The extreme
'existing summit is famous, not for its gold, but for a
rare fern that grows hardly anywhere else in Queens-
land. You  are glad enough  by the  time you reach it
to sit down and naturalise ,  while some more hardened
miner fetches you a drink of the never-failing " billy "
tea. The temperature on the day that I was there
was not far from 100 deg. in the shade. What it may
have been to the goats on the sunny side of the hill I
do not attempt to guess. The place is, however, said
to be very healthy .  The mountain is 17 ft .  lower than
it was when the working of the  mine  began. It is
still more than 1,200 ft .  above the sea, and the view
from the top is worth the climb were it only for the
impression  that it gives  of the intense quiet of the
landscape in the midst of which the throb of the
mountain under foot takes the place of a living
pulse.
Mount Morgan is in this only typical of what the
mining industry is to many parts of Queensland. The
measure of its activity is the measure of local life.
Its present output is about 10,000 ounces a month-a
tenth part ,  roughly speaking ,  of the entire output of
Johannesburg .  In order to extract and mill this
quantity ,  it employs 1,300 men and boys and spends
something over £8,ooo a month in wages. The
milling is all done on the spot, and the process of dry
concentration is very interesting .  Instead of the
usual stamp batteries with quicksilver plates under
flowing water to catch the free gold and a process of
treatment by cyanide or chlorination for tailings
alone, the ore is dried and pulverised to the finest
E
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dust in a succession of heavy rollers. The entire
mass is then passed straight from the rollers to the
chlorination furnaces. Grinding is simply substituted
for stamping and water-sifting, and the whole of the
gold is extracted by one subsequent process of solu-
tion, thus avoiding the waste of light gold run off in
the water.
Every care is exercised to prevent any correspond-
ing waste in the dust. The rollers and shoots and
lifting apparatus are each separately enclosed, and
two machines in the roller room collect by suction of
air any dust which 'still escapes. The dustbin into
which it is collected is emptied once a week, and is
usually found to contain 85 truckloads, having an
average value of 65 a load. In other words, the
mill-sweepings alone are worth 12o,ooo a year. It
is, of course, impossible for any one to predict how
long the gold store of this marvellous mountain may
hold out. The prospecting shaft which has been
sunk at the base for the purpose of testing the depth
of the formation gives satisfactory indications, and the
mass of gold-bearing material which has been tested
on the northern side of a dyke that intersects the
heart of the mountain is still very great. On the
southern side of the dyke workings have only lately
begun in the lowest of the existing levels, and the
depth of the gold-bearing stuff from the heart out-
wards has been proved for 70 ft. Whether from this
level it will be found to exist in a continuous mass
upwards and downwards is among the secrets of the
future. All that can be known is that, unless the
grade of the prospected ore undergoes any very im-
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probable and unexpected change, there is provision
for many years.
The enormous wealth, the extraordinary formation,
and the picturesque situation of Mount Morgan com-
bine to make it one of the most interesting mines, not
only of Queensland, but of the world. But it is only
an isolated mine, and in actual importance to the
colony it cannot, of course, compete with the northern
goldfield of Charters Towers. At Charters Towers a
substantial town of about 20,000 inhabitants has
sprung up round two or three miles of reef upon
which the principal mines are situated. Here the
ordinary developments of unusually rich reef mining
are carried out in the ordinary way. • The ore which
is extracted gave for the whole field last year the high
average of 1 oz. 4 dwt. per ton, and in some of the
better mines the ore which is being now taken out from
solid reef, widening as it descends, gives as much as
6 oz. of gold to the ton. The general level of the
town is about 1,ooo ft. above the sea, and deep sink-
ings have proved the continuity and richness of the
main reef to a depth of 1,400 ft. The ultimate depth
is still unknown, and new and deeper prospecting
shafts are being sunk.
The surface extent is not definitely limited, but the
tendency is rather to concentrate on the portion which
is already known than to prospect for more distant
continuations. There are already 113 mines within
the recognised limits of the field, and the output is
steadily increasing. It has averaged for the present
year 20,000 oz. a month. The mines employ alto-
gether about 3,000 men, and pay very little short of
E 2
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half-a-million a year in wages. In order to appreciate
what this means, with a known reef of two and a half
miles long, it is worth remembering that Johannes-
burg draws its phenomenal output of 103,000 oz. from
a reef forty miles long, and that the average of gold
to ore throughout the Witwatersrand is 12 dwt. a ton.
I was told at Charters Towers, with some pride, that
tailings containing 18 dwt. are now no longer thrown
away. That they ever should have been is only one
among many instances constantly presenting them-
selves of the habit of mind induced by great natural
abundance and few people to take advantage of it.
Gleanings are not thought worthy of consideration so
long as harvests stand thicker than they can be
reaped.
Gympie, with the lesser gold-bearing fields of
Eidswold, Gayndah, and Warwick, belongs to South
Queensland. Their total yield for last year
amounted to 75,000 oz., and the ore extracted
from them averaged between 13 dwt. and 14 dwt.
to the ton. Mount Morgan is the prize of Central
Queensland, which possesses also the comparatively
small fields of Clermont and Gladstone. The total
gold production of Central Queensland for last year
was 16o,ooo oz., with ore averaging I oz. 13 dwt. to
the ton, and the dividends which were paid amounted
to nearly six times the dividends paid in South
Queensland.
But the mass of the gold wealth of Queensland
lies in the north. Charters Towers and Croydon,
the Etheridge and Ravenswood, the Palmer and the
Russell, the Hodgkinson and Bowen, Cloncurry and
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Cooktown, to quote only the best paying fields, gave
between them last year 350,000 oz., or as nearly as
possible half as much again as Central and Southern
Queensland put together. This fact only very par-
tially represents the real situation, for throughout
the north new mining centres, which have not yet
established themselves as paying mines, are being
opened every day with good prospects of success.
They dot the range from Mackay to Maytown,
and it is recognised by the most sober authorities
that the extent, value, and possible development
of the gold belt which encircles the colony are
as yet so far from being known that they have
been barely indicated. At this moment a rush is
taking place to the Batavia River, and no one can
hazard more than a guess as to what the result of it
may be.
Nor does gold represent the only, perhaps not
the chief, mineral wealth of Queensland. By its
nature, it is the first to be developed in a new
country. It may yet give place in rank of import-
ance to less precious metals, of which difficulties of
transport and lack of settlement have delayed the
working. In South and Central Queensland there is
copper, and coal, silver, lead, antimony, graphite,
and cinnabar have also all been found. In the north,
behind the sugar district of Cairns, the back country
is so highly mineralised that this part of the colony
is regarded by those who know its capabilities as
the probable centre of all the richest developments
of the future. It is the spur of the great range
which I have already spoken of as being rimmed
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on its most westerly edges with the gold of the
Etheridge, Woolgar, and Croydon fields. The
levels of these fields are comparatively low, the
district rises from them to a height of nearly 3,000 ft.
above the sea, and throughout the whole of its higher
levels tin, silver, copper, lead, antimony, and gold
appear to elbow each other out of beds of limestone,
ironstone, and valuable clays.
The district takes- its name sometimes from its
rivers, sometimes from its principal townships, and
is spoken of indifferently as the Walsh and Tinaroo,
or the Herberton and Georgetown districts. George-
town, which is one of the gold centres of the
Etheridge field, lies on its south-westerly slope ;
Herberton, which measures as the crow flies some-
thing under 70 miles from Cairns, is the best known
centre of the district. For 8o miles west and north-
west of Herberton the mineral riches have been
proved.
The Chillagoe field, which claims to have,
besides copper and lead, a continuous silver lode
running for 35 miles east and west, lies within this
range. Here local capital has enabled the Muldina
smelting works to carry on operations without
waiting for the coming days of cheaper transport.
Southward towards Georgetown tin is being worked
at Fossil Brook, and again westward at Koorboora
Mount Albion, 20 miles from Herberton, is yielding
silver ; Mount Garnet, silver and copper.
Eastward the Mitchell river gives antimony and
gold. At an altitude of i,8oo ft. there are the
Kangaroo silver mines, and as the level declines upon
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the sea, the district is edged again with gold that
loses itself under the jungle of the coast. In the
immediate neighbourhood of Herberton silver, lead,
and copper abound, and at Herberton, Irvinebank,
and Watsonville, all standing together at a level of
about 2,500 ft. above the sea, tin mines are developing
important lodes. Eureka Creek is another valuable
tin centre, and it is believed that only the fringe of
the lead-bearing belts of this district has as yet been
touched.
All this mineral wealth has been but scratched.
There are neither people enough nor money enough
to give it the development which it is believed that it
would richly repay. It wants, amongst other things,
to have easy communication with the coast, from
which it is divided by the high wall of the range. The
evident need of this communication, if any consider-
able population is to be settled in the district,
prompted the construction of the railway from Cairns
through the Barron gorge. The route chosen proved
so difficult and the enterprise so expensive that only
thirty miles have as yet been finished, and the cost of
getting tin and silver to the coast is still estimated at
one-fifth of the total output. None but the richest
lodes can be touched under this disadvantage, but if
the working of the Muldina mines proves the exist-
ence of silver lodes as valuable as they are believed to
be, it is probable that efforts will before long be made
to complete the railway, if necessary, by the employ-
ment of private capital.
Further north there is another tin field on the An-
nan river, behind Cooktown ; and on the western
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border of the colony, where the rocks of the coast
range take up again its continuation into South Aus-
tralia, copper has been worked side by side with the
gold of Cloncurry. But the Herberton and George-
town district is without question the richest as well as
the most continuously extensive mineral field in
Queensland.
The high level of its table-lands gives to the dis-
trict the advantage, which is almost priceless in
these latitudes, of a cool and bracing climate, in
which English children are said to thrive as well as
they do at home. It has the charm of picturesque
scenery and fine timber, and carries with its minerals
the rich agricultural soil of the coast. All kinds of
cereals do well, and it seems difficult to imagine a
place better suited for the eventual settlement of a
large white population. But the healthy climate of
the high levels of the range is fortunately not confined
to this particular district.
It is an interesting feature of the mineral develop-
ment of Queensland that in consequence of the posi-
tion of the principal metalliferous beds there seems
to be little doubt that they can all be effectively
developed by white labour. It is only in spots where
coast jungles appear to have been manured with
alluvial gold that Asiatics get any advantage. The
Palmer field at the back of Cooktown was practically
cleared of its surface wealth by Chinamen, and they
are believed still to take a good deal from the neigh-
bourhood. On the Russell and the Mulgrave fields
the aboriginal blacks are helpful to white miners. But
these are exceptions. On the main mineral wall of
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the great range white men can everywhere live and
work in perfect health.
I have tried very briefly to indicate some of the
richer materials of which this wall is composed.
When the extent of it is taken into consideration, it
will be felt that not only the present colony, but all
its probable sub-divisions, have a dower which must
last for many generations. If the north is richer,
as it seems to be, in precious metals, the south, so
far, has a considerable advantage in its area of agri-
cultural development. All the fertile downs which
spread from Warwick towards the valley of the
Brisbane and the sea belong to the formations of
the coast range. And the enumeration of wealth
would be still incomplete if I were to omit to add
that within and around its circle nature has for a
crowning grace scattered gems. Diamonds and
sapphires, emeralds and rubies, have been met with.
Opals are freely found in the interior. In the extreme
north, where the mineral-bearing beds of the range
appear to cease altogether, the sea gives pearls.
Between mineral and agricultural industry there
must be always the difference that in the one case all
that is taken out of the ground renders it by just so
much the poorer, while in the other every sod that is
turned is gain. A mining population is living on the
past ; an agricultural population is preparing for the
future. But where the accumulations of the ages
exist in such quantity as they do in Queensland, the
period of exhaustion becomes too remote to fall within
the range of practical foresight. And where the two
forms of wealth exist together in constantly alternat-
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ing centres along a sea-board of 1,300 miles, with the
double advantage of water carriage on the one hand
and the high air of mountain levels in the immediate
back country on the other, it becomes difficult to
conceive of conditions more favourable for mutual
development and support.
In the mineral as in the agricultural districts it is
at every step impressed upon you that the colony in
its temporary phase of depression resembles a man
with a nugget in his possession who should sit and
starve for want of small change to buy a loaf. Queens-
land needs to have her nuggets converted into the
current coin of daily bread. Everywhere there are
encouraging signs of revival in the activity of local
development, but it is impossible that the process can
be satisfactorily effected by any other means than
the combined labour of an immensely increased
population.
IV
PASTORAL QUEENSLAND
BLACKALL, WESTERN QUEENSLAND.
IT is difficult to imagine a more absolute antidote
for the too much London from which so many people
suffer at home than a five hundred miles drive through
the Queensland bush with the thermometer hovering
round ioo deg. in the shade, and breezes, scented by
their passage over half a continent of grass, cooling
the otherwise unendurable heat. The buggy in which
you drive has an awning, a " station hand " canters
after you with horses to select a change from-if you
can catch them-when yours are tired, and for your-
self there is nothing to do but to jog quietly over
the mileage from sunrise to sunset with the assurance
of station hospitality at the end of the day. The
stages are long, for the stations are wide apart and
there is nowhere to stop midway, but the roads here
are not like South African roads. They are tracks
that run smooth and firm over rolling plains, where
at any moment you might, with a very small stretch
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of imagination, fancy yourself in the heart of a big
English park. The country does not in the English
sense of the words resemble either " bush " or " downs."
It is simply rich pasture land, which sweeps away in
fine open breadths on all sides and carries timber
enough to redeem it from the monotony of mere
fodder. In the summer of a good season cattle stand
sometimes shoulder-deep in the long grass. At this
spring-time of the year it recalls Midland meadows
before the buttercups are out.
The timber, of course, when - seen close at hand is
strange. Borec and gidyah, coolibah and whitewood,
briggelow, mulgah, and myall, are the unfamiliar
names by which you learn to recognise the commonest
varieties. But they have certain generic resemblances
to their European cousins that enable you to construct
from them in the distance, if you are so minded, groups
that strengthen the connection with English land-
scape. Suggestions of hedgerow, elms, ash, and cider,
will often outline themselves against the sky, the
myall is almost a duplicate of the weeping willow,
there is a bright-leaved cherry box that is not unlike
black poplar, a very beautiful pink-blossomed bopinia
is not in the least like, but yet does duty for, horse chest-
nut, and the hawthorn is admirably represented by a
bush commonly called " dead finish." The sandal wood
and leopard wood and wild lime have more uncom-
promising associations with the tropics, but together
they only combine to give a variety which replaces,
if it does not resemble, the variety of English foliage.
The trees group themselves, too, in English fashion
in belts, small copses, and occasional fine specimens
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that stand alone, and on days which threaten
rain, when white clouds pile themselves with purple
linings above the horizon and the distances grow
blue as the distances of Surrey downs, it is at moments
hardly possible to believe that you are not in England.
Sometimes, upon a stock road ,  where the grass is
short and little knolls are crowned with " dead finish "
that sheep are always glad to nibble ,  you can fancy
yourself on the grass-bordered road of a Sussex
common .  There were places where the grass and
trees of Kensington Gardens rose to my mind for
comparison.
The state of the  temperature  scarcely  disturbs the
illusion . A hundred degrees  of Fahrenheit does not
mean the same thing in this high and generally dry
atmosphere that it would mean in England or in the
low lands of the coast .  You are permeated with
sunshine, soaked with it through and through in a
way which must, you feel, be supremely wholesome.
The invigorating smell of the earth is always in your
nostrils ; you are frankly hot ,  but you are not over-
powered .  A hundred is far from being the limit to
which the thermometer rises  ;  i io deg. is common
and during the summer it has been known to reach
125 deg. in the shade. When you ask, What shade ?
you are answered that it was the only shade there was,
and therefore represented the temperature at which
people had to live .  Houses differ very much.
A well-planned verandah ,  painted white and
covered with a vine, which is not allowed to exclude
air, will be as much as  1 o deg.  cooler than one upon
which the sun's rays are allowed to beat ; and the
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temperature taken at one station may vary propor-
tionately from the temperature taken on the same
day at another. The figures, even when given by
credible witnesses, cannot be taken as always strictly
accurate. As for the figures of sun temperature, they
are bounded by nothing but the conscience of the
reporter. A man told a story in my presence of a
beefsteak cooked by sun-heat alone on the iron roof
of a house in which he lived, and maintained, under
cross-examination, that he had eaten the steak. I
was reminded of a story of a miraculous passage of
the Virgin across the Pyrenees, of which the " proof "
is that the stone she sat upon is shown to this day.
Nobody doubted the steak ; of the remainder of
the anecdote each hearer must believe as much as
he can.
My own experience did not go above 105 deg.,
registered in the verandah of a station at which
I spent the night, and I drove seventy-five miles
on that day without special discomfort. Still,
the heat is fierce. Not only does your face burn
to a colour which is scarcely human, but the pro-
tection of clothing does not prevent arms, wrists,
and ankles from peeling. This ardour of climate has
probably more effect than is altogether recognised
upon persons who are constantly exposed to it, and
the alternation from summer heat to the frosts of
winter, which is bracing to man, is distinctly trying to
vegetation. The lovely gardens of Mackay and Cairns,
with their profusion of flowers, fruit, and spice, cannot
be reproduced here. Tropical plants cannot resist
the winter, and the hardy plants of temperate.climates
Iv PASTORAL QUEENSLAND 63
droop and fade under the scorching sun. The ameni-
ties of life generally are hard to procure in the bush.
Existence is wholesome ,  uncomplicated, large, and
free  ;  it is lacking in daily pleasantness.
Four iron walls and a mud floor ; instead of a
window ,  an aperture which could be closed at will by
a rough hinged plank  ;  a partition, behind which there
were  two beds  and some furniture converted from old
packing -cases, represented the home of a fairly well-
to-do working man at the first mail change at which
we stopped .  No enclosure ,  no garden .  In dry weather
dust ,  in wet weather mud, up to - I cannot call it the
threshold ,  for there was none ,  but to the uncertain
line at which bush ended and house began. The
inside of a big tin biscuit-box could not have been
simpler, and it might easily have had the advantage
of being cleaner .  And this may be taken as fairly
representative of the home which a poor man out in
the, bush thinks good enough for himself. On the
stations the cottages which are provided for the per-
manent hands are sometimes as good as can be desired,
but it is on the whole an exception.
The isolation and constant association with the
extremes of external nature seem to have a roughen-
ing tendency ,  of which the limits are hard to fix.
Food is plentiful to an extent unknown at home.
Wages are high, and the man who is content to have
a home little better than an animal 's lair will expect
and get three solid meat meals a,  day, nor know what
want means in a material sense. But throughout the
West  one is struck  by the  absence of pleasure and its
civilising influences .  Human nature rebels, and the
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universal relaxation is to drink and gamble. This
does not, of course, apply to head-station life, except
in so far as it also, by mere force of isolation, lacks
some of the elements of daily pleasantness. Head-
station life can no more be classed than can the life of
country gentlemen in England ; it is what the owner
or manager chooses to make it. Of necessity it is less
luxurious, but in fundamental characteristics it bears
so strong a resemblance to English country-house
existence that, as you become acquainted with it, it
seems only the natural culmination of the home-like
associations of the bush.
The owners and managers are the men who are
laying the foundations of the future landed gentry of
Australia, but at present they are few and far between,
and population is so sparse that for a time the
thoughts of men scarcely present themselves. You
are occupied merely with the external scene, and there
are other conditions besides the heat which by degrees
serve to bring home the fact that after all this is not
England but Australia.
Of these none is stranger than the mirage, which,
even when you are close enough to trace the reflections
and to count the animals browsing on the imaginary
shore, will represent a sheet of water so absolutely
real in appearance that, in country which is unknown
to them, it is impossible for the most experienced
bushmen to recognise the deception. When my com-
panion first drew my attention to one, I thought he
was amusing himself with hoaxing a stranger. After
he had convinced me by driving me into the middle
of the place where the water appeared to be, he had
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my life in his hands if he cared to take it, for I was
quite prepared to drive into the next real sheet of
water under the impression that it was mirage.
Or you may chance to meet a travelling whirlwind.
In the distance it looks like the smoke of a grass fire.
But it travels along, those that I have seen generally
moving at the rather leisurely pace of a slow locomo-
tive. As it comes nearer you perceive that the rate
of progression bears an infinitesimal proportion to the
rate of revolution, and that it carries a column of dust,
thickened by all the stray bits of wood, grass, or
foliage which it has stripped from the country in its
passage. If it chances to pass by a wool-drying
floor where wool is exposed, a couple of bales are
swept up in a moment, after which prank it dances
sedately away like a mischievous ghost over the plains.
The circumference of the column it makes may be not
more than thirty or forty feet, but the carrying power
is very great, and even a side blow, when you think
that you have given it a pretty wide berth, may chance
to overturn buggy and horses.
Rain is not frequent, but if it comes you begin to
understand the important part which the wet weather
filled in the records of the shearers' strike. That it
plays on your person and horses for short intervals
with the volume and force of the hose of a fire-engine
is, comparatively speaking, nothing ; you are quit of
that at the price of a shower bath. But it renders
locomotion absolutely impossible. The soil appears
to be mixed with cobblers' wax and sticks to the
horses' feet and the wheels of the buggy till the wheels
refuse altogether to go round. There is nothing then
F
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to be done but to get out, pack the luggage as best
you can under the waterproof apron, and ride the
horses bare -back to your destination. Struggling with
thoroughly willing draught horses to get the vehicle
on has been known to result in pulling the front half
out of the buggy while the wheels stuck fast ; and
progress on foot is scarcely more possible, for the
weight and the stickiness of the mud which accumu-
lates on your boots makes the struggle between them
and you seem nearly as desperate as the struggle be-
tween the horses and the buggy .  You are lucky if a
river has not risen between you and your night's
shelter .  In two or three hours a stream which was
almost dry will become an impassable flood, and in
that case the only alternative is to go back-if you
can get back - to the place you started from in the
morning, and wait patiently for rain to cease, roads to
dry, and rivers to return to their beds .  Last year at
the worst crisis of the strike rain began opportunely
to fall, and it did, perhaps ,  more than anything else to
lay mischief workers by the heels.
The animals ,  like the timber ,  too, are strange.
Kangaroo and wallaby  are as  fond of  grass as the
sheep, and after a pelican 's yawn there are few things
funnier to witness than the career of an " old man "
kangaroo ,  with his harem after him, when the approach
of a buggy disturbs the family at their afternoon meal.
Away they go, the little ones cantering briskly, he in
a shaggy gallop ,  with his long tail stuck out for a
balance ,  and a perpetual see-saw maintained between
it and his short front paws, while the hind legs act as
a mighty spring under the whole construction. The
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size and the back view remind you of a big St. Bernard
dog, the front view of a rat. You begin an internal
debate as to which he most resembles, and in the
middle of it you find that he is sitting up on his
haunches, which gives him a secure height of from
five feet to six feet, and is gravely considering you
with the air of the old man he is named from. It is
impossible to help wondering, in the light of his kindly
inquisitive eye, what he in his turn may be thinking
of you.
In the woods iguanas and big lizards supply a link
hardly recognised before between reptiles and birds.
Pelicans fish and yawn in every patch of water, and
there are foolish furry emus, not unlike ostriches in
appearance, which, for their part, have passed from the
indecision of the kangaroo and taken definitely to two
long legs for a means of locomotion. There are no
flowers, but parrots of many hues, crimson-winged and
green, pink-breasted and grey, float by in flocks so
gaily coloured that they seem like monster butterflies
enlarged to suit the general scale.
What the scale is may be partly realised from the
size of the first station upon which I was received. It
had an extent of 1,500 square miles and carried nearly
half a million sheep. Its wool clip for this year was
5,000 bales, which, estimating them at 12 a piece,
would represent a return of '6o,ooo from wool alone,
and the stock for sale may be fairly estimated at an-
other £20,000 or £25,000. From the beginning it is
impressed upon you that the pastoral industry is the
industry of the rich man.
In the course of a drive of between four and five
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hundred miles, though the whole of the ground was
taken up and fenced, I passed altogether only twelve
stations. All these are held under pastoral leases at
a very low rent, with a percentage of what is called
" resumed area "-that is, area resumed by the Govern-
ment for the purpose of letting on more advantageous
terms in grazing lots of 20,000 acres. The resumed
area is open for selection by any one who desires to
take a grazing lot, but until it is taken up the original
holder retains the right of grazing over it. These
resumed areas cover, I believe, about a third of the
land which has been brought under the operation of
the Act, but they are far from having been all taken
up. They represent an endeavour to subdivide the
enormous pioneer holdings and to get more out of the
land by encouraging small settlements.
Several of those which I visited supplied object
lessons of what is possible in Queensland to the steady
and competent workman. One of them had been
taken by a dam-maker, now the owner of 11,000 sheep.
The master of another had been a shearer. Sub-
division, if it can be accompanied by a corresponding
distribution of water, is a great economy of pasture.
At present few stations are subdivided into paddocks
smaller than 20,000 acres apiece. If in each of these
there is but one water-hole or dam that can be relied
upon to hold out in drought, sheep and cattle will
destroy as much grass in tramping from the far corners
of the grazing to the drinking spot as they will eat.
Four paddocks of 5,ooo acres each well supplied with
water, ought to carry almost double the number of
sheep.
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It is also impossible to fix the limits of improve-
ment in the breed of sheep which will tend to make
small holdings profitable. The favourite breed
throughout the Barcoo, I believe the west of Queens-
land generally, is the merino, and the object of every
sheepowner is of course to put as much wool on to
every back as it will carry. Fleeces vary even now
in weight from three pound to seven pound, and, as
one sheep costs no more than another to feed and
shear, the fluctuation of the margin of profit to the
acre is self-evident. But, though these calculations
can be easily made on paper, it has to be remembered
that both artificial water supply and improvement of
breed involve a very considerable outlay. Selections
worked without capital can only exist in conjunction
with large stations, which on occasions of emergency
lend them the benefit of their reserves of grass and
water. Without this neighbourly help to fall back
upon selectors would run a chance of losing their
whole stock in times of drought. Up to the present
time nothing has therefore been done to disprove the
accepted theory that for permanent success the
pastoral industry demands the employment of a con-
siderable capital. All that has been done is to show
that by the application of a larger proportion of
capital to the acre smaller holdings will become
profitable-in other words, that the modern tendency
of the industry is to pass into the hands of a larger
number of smaller capitalists than have been in-
terested in it in the past.
At present it is generally held that the pastoral
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industry is suffering from the malady of over-capital-
isation through which the sugar industry has passed.
Really valuable estates have been purchased for sums
so large that what would otherwise have been a
success leaves the returns still unsatisfactory. In
addition to this the purchase has in the majority of
cases been effected with money borrowed at 8 per
cent. or i o per cent., and, without entering for the
moment into other causes of depression, it may be
taken as an indication of the highly profitable nature
of the industry that it can, under the circumstances,
continue to pay its way at all. Of the twelve stations
which lay upon my road, only three, I understood,
were the property or part property of the occupiers.
The others were owned by companies formed in
Victoria or elsewhere and worked by resident mana-
gers who lived in the head stations.
This system of possession by " impefsonal capital,"
as the local labour leaders are fond of phrasing it, is
one of the most constantly alleged causes of the
troubles which led to last year's strike. It is not a
question upon which to form hasty opinions ; but I
would point out that it is a confusion of issues to
speak, as is sometimes done, of absenteeism here in
the sense in which it applies, for instance, to Ireland.
In the one case it is a question of pleasure property,
which, in the absence of the owner, is left unimproved ;
in the other of an industrial undertaking which is
conducted, like any other industrial enterprise, by the
paid representatives of the owner or owners. It is
equally to his interest and theirs that it should be
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successfully carried on .  I may add that for evidences
of prosperity ,  development ,  and provision for the com-
fort of the hands employed ,  amongst those that I saw,
the " managed  "  stations were at the head of the list.
This implies no reflection upon the others. It merely
means that the managed stations were the richest.
If impersonal capital is to be taken to mean, as in
the local acceptation it apparently does ,  only sub-
scribed capital ,  it is difficult to understand what
difference it can make whether the money spent
belongs to one person or to twenty, so long as it
comes to the land without any burden of previous
interest.
But an evil which it would indeed be desirable to
avoid is the ' employment of capital which has been
borrowed and reborrowed without renovating its
value by productive employment . Thus  the English
investor lends money into a land and mortgage com-
pany and receives a fair rate of interest .  The land
and mortgage company lends it at a higher rate to an
Australian bank. The bank lends it at still higher
interest to the station owner, and by the time it gets
to the land it must pay profit to the owner, interest
to the bank ,  interest to the land and mortgage com-
pany, and interest to the English investor. It is
difficult to see at present how this multiplication of
middle-men can be helped .  Some day, when the
conditions of colonial securities are as well known in
London as they are to local banks ,  the station owner
will be able to borrow without intermediary from the
English investor ,  and the land will only have to pay
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profit and interest once. With her surplus labour
and immense mass of capital, for which it is often
difficult to find remunerative investment, England has
precisely that to give which the colonies want. It is
only a question of time and accurate information to
organise the conditions of mutual utility.
VPASTORAL  QUEENSLAND-(Continued)
BLACKALL, WESTERN QUEENSLAND.
THE labour party here is particularly addicted to
the reiteration of the partial truth that wealth is the
result of labour. Nowhere do you realise more
vividly than in such a country as this the much
greater truth that wealth is the gift of life. Cows
calve and ewes lamb without asking leave of the
labour party, and in -relation to the pastoral industry
this is the real, though often evaded, point of the
situation. The smallest station that I was on covered
200 square miles, and carried 66,ooo sheep, besides
cattle and horses. It employed eight permanent
hands ! Labour is not wanted, except at shearing
time. The largest station that I was on, which was
the first, can hardly have represented less than
£400,000 of capital, and it employed only seventy
hands. On a cattle station the labour employed
would be even less. When this is compared with the
1 oo-acre farms of the sugar industry, employing each
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their eight or ten hands, it explains the much greater
relative interest which attaches to agricultural opera-
tions. None the less it remains a natural fact, which
all the protestations that ever were uttered by the
unemployed will not alter. From the days of Abra-
ham and Laban the pastoral industry has been in the
hands of the man who was wealthy enough to own the
flocks and herds.
When it is a question of getting the wool off the
cheeps' backs and into the London market, then
shearers arc wanted and factory life in the bush
begins. But it only lasts on each station for periods
varying from a fortnight to two months, according to
the state of the weather and the number of sheep to
be shorn. The hardships entailed by this condition
of the industry are, I believe, at the bottom of all the
discontent expressed by the shearers and their as-
sociates, who are known under the more generally
accepted generic term of " rouseabouts."
The shearers arc experts, and are paid by the
piece. ,Ci a hundred is the standard price, and the
average rate of shearing in the two best sheds I
visited was 117 and 112 a day respectively. Shearers
at this rate make over , i a day. " Rouseabouts,"
who are merely manual labourers employed to
carry fleeces, help with packing the wool, &c., are
paid 3os. a week and their rations. There is no fault
to be found with the wages, but work is not continu-
ous. When one shed is " cut out " another must be
found. Men hardly count upon getting more than
four or five months' employment in the year. The
remaining seven or eight months are spent either in
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the little townships or in going from one station to
another asking for work, and one of the labour leaders
expressed the general sentiment to me when he
said :-" It would make the Archbishop of Canter-
bury himself a bit of a Radical to tramp twenty or
thirty miles a day with all his worldly possessions
rolled up on his back, ready to work and not knowing
where to find occupation."
The roughness of the existence in the intervals of
work is probably unknown and unimagined by any
one who has not endured it. From time to time
some boundary rider comes across a blanket and a
few scattered human bones, picked clean by kites,
bleached white by the consuming sun. Murdered ?
Dead of thirst ? Dropped from exhaustion here by
himself, with no means of leaving a record of his
name? Nobody knows. His name probably was
not worth recording, except, it may be, to some one
somewhere, who at times still considers whether Jim,
or George, or Dick is yet alive.
Ninety per cent. of this wandering population is
unmarried, and they may die hungry, thirsty, and
homeless in the bush without greatly affecting any
other human lives. In individual value they are not
far removed from the sheep, whose bleeding carcases,
with the head always thrown back as if in a last mute
appeal from fate, are allowed to lie where they chance
to fall upon the grass. You learn in this country
what dying like sheep may really mean, and more
men do probably so die than are entered upon any
district register. In driving through the bush,
men upon the tramp, carrying their swag in a
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rolled blanket upon their backs, are to be frequently
met.
But pity for them would be keener if it were
possible to forget that, at the end of each shearing
job, they leave the station on which they have been
employed with cheques for twenty, thirty, fifty pounds
in their pockets-more money than a labourer at
home sees ever at one time in the course of his ex-
istence-and that the common custom is to go to the
nearest township, hand the cheque over to the owner
of the local tavern, with the instruction, " When it is
done let me know," and proceed to indulge in every
available form of dissipation till the money is
finished. The innkeeper then gives each man a day's
rations, and starts him in a totally demoralised, semi-
intoxicated condition to wander, perhaps, off the
track and be seized  by delirium tremens  within twenty
miles of the town. This is the explanation of the
solitary sputtering out of many a wasted life, with
a last thought given, one may imagine, to the scaven-
ger birds wheeling overhead. There are innkeepers
who will even grimly joke of the number whom they
have " buried." This is the gruesome side of the
bush, and it is, I believe, in large measure attribu-
table to that lack of wholesome pleasure in the
natural conditions of which I have already spoken.
The life is so rough that the slip across the line into
brutality is half unconscious.
I should not leave this side of the subject without
mentioning that no wanderer in the bush who keeps
to the beaten tracks need ever starve. Station
hospitality is extended to every one who claims it.
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How large the numbers are who profit by the custom
may be judged by the subjoined list  (taken, by the
way, in both instances from the books of " managed "
stations )  of rations distributed to " sundowners "
during the early part of the present year. The
rations consist usually of meat ,  flour, tea, and sugar,
but anyone who is in need of soap, tobacco, or
currants ,  does not hesitate to ask for them. The
recipient camps out of doors ,  makes a fire, and cooks
for himself .  On one station the total for five months
was given to me in money value as :-Persons apply-
ing, 1,09 4 ;  rations supplied ,  tio9 8s .  On the other
station the total was given to me in the quantities of
food distributed during four months .  As showing
what is considered to be a reasonable ration for each
person, it  is worth copying:-
189'2. Personsapplying. Lbs. ofmeat. Lbs. of Lbs. offlour. sugar. Lbs. of tea.
April
May . . . .
June....
July
Total .
239 1,164 702 352 27
490 2,026  I, 310 583 61
284 1,442 562 284 36
192 976  322 151 201,
1,205 5,607  2,896 1 1,370 146
I was first introduced to shearers on a station where,
rain having fallen ,  work was temporarily suspended.
I was taken to their quarters ,  where they were at their
evening meal. About seventy of them, bare-armed
and dirty ,  were gathered round a table ,  under a shed
roof ,  out of doors .  They were eating copiously of
joints, stews ,  bread ,  pickles, jams, and cakes .  Intoxi-
cating liquor is not, I believe ,  allowed upon the
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stations. In any case ,  it is not introduced ,  and tea is
the universal beverage . They had tin  plates and
mugs ; the knife generally served all purposes ; there
was no tablecloth .  It was a hugger-mugger of food
on dirty boards ,  just one step removed from the well-
filled troughs of swash and potatoes round which I
have seen pigs crowd at home.
The wastefully-heaped masses of food only added
to the unpleasantness of a scene the disorder and
ugliness of which could hardly have been surpassed.
If a man did not like what was on his plate he threw
it over his shoulder and began again, and I am told
that the amount of waste food daily collected in the
shearers' and  rouscabouts'  camps, and burnt as a
sanitary precaution ,  would suffice to keep as many
men again as are employed .  Materially they are
much better provided for than the labourer at home.
In external decency of surroundings they are infinitely
beneath him . Yet these  same men are ready to discuss
theories of social and political economy .  They are
readers of George and Hyndman  ; Bellamy 's  Look-
in,,- Backwards  is to be found in every shed, and
amongst them there is a percentage - I imagine it
to be a very large percentage-of decent ,  intelligent,
and thoroughly respectable men, who are not only
dissatisfied with the existing conditions ,  but are deter-
mined that  they  shall be mended.
I was invited the same night to attend a meeting
held at the  shed by the "  general organiser " of the
district. The station manager ,  wishing to leave the
men free to express their grievances ,  if they had any,
allowed me to go alone, and I found on arriving at
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the camp that, as there was a doubt about the
authority by which an infidel and outsider had been
invited to join the counsels of the faithful, the meeting
had been commuted to an informal discussion between
myself and the " organiser." It was an opportunity
by which I would have gladly profited to learn, if it
were possible, something of the real aims, the better
hopes, the remediable sufferings of the men. No place
more suitable, it seemed to me, could easily have been
found than the rouseabouts' shed, with its one petro-
leum lamp lighting the faces of the nearer circle of
men, and the starlit silence of the bush spreading the
calm of isolation outside.
When it was over four or five of the most decent
men came and apologised for the wasted evening.
The organiser had proved absolutely inept, and had
mouthed big nothings, of which an opening statement
to the effect that the working party " demanded of
the State, which was their servant, that it should
cause animosity to cease between the employers and
the  employes "  may be taken as a sample. The mince-
meat which he made of theories was only to be
equalled by the ignorance which he displayed of
initial facts.
But there need have been no apology. The even-
ing was not wasted. While the principal speaker
struggled with sentences which it was no surprise to
me that he found a difficulty in concluding, I had the
opportunity to look round and study the faces of the
men. Their gestures and occasional comments sup-
plied some clue to the working of their thoughts.
The lamp only threw light on the faces of perhaps
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the foremost dozen. Probably by an unconscious
process of selection they were the picked men of the
crowd, the larrikins having got outside, to the back-
ground of its dimmer edge. They were certainly,
every one of them, superior to the individual who
occupied the position of their leader. Yet any attempt
to interrupt, amplify, or explain was instantly checked
by a cry of " Order, it is between these two ! " and
order was strictly maintained to the end. That is,
the better men who had something to say voluntarily
silenced themselves while their opinions were turned
into nonsense by a man whom they had selected and
whom they pay to express them. An " organiser " of
this type receives 64 a week for the mischief which
he does.
The scene was wanting in nothing to make it
typical, and it impressed upon me, with a vividness
of detail that I have not space to reproduce, the posi-
tion of the labour party in Australia. Larrikins at
the tail, inept chatterers at the head, and the great
mass of good men silent in the middle. No wonder
that almost every leading colonial politician has
coquetted in turn with the situation. It is a great
opportunity for the statesman who should know how
to profit by it. The men are quite aware of the
deficiencies of their leaders, and regret that they can
get no better. There is a general consensus of opinion
in the bush that the day of strikes is over, and that
all reforms are now to be looked for by means of
Parliamentary representation. When it is suggested
in reply that, unless some means can be found of
making a better selection of leaders, Parliamentary
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representation can be nothing but an egregious failure,
the difficulty is gravely acknowledged.
Taken singly or in small groups, I have found the
men to be generally practical, intelligent, and reason-
able, though astoundingly ignorant of facts. Col-
lectively they are best seen at work. A shearing
shed in full swing is a striking sight. There are two
kinds, known respectively as " central boards " and
it side boards." In the one the shearing is done in
the middle and the sheep are penned all round. In
the other the sheep are penned in the middle and the
shearing is done upon the sides. Their respective
merits are not for the uninitiated to decide.
Those that I have seen at work chance to have
been only side hoards. The sheds are huge structures
of corrugated iron, of which the boarded floor is raised
a few feet from the ground. The centre is railed off
into pens, of which there is one to each machine, and
these are kept filled from the yard outside by the
station hands. Behind each machine there is also an
opening in the outer wall and a shoot, through which
the sheep when shorn are returned to the open air.
The machines, which consist merely of combs and
cutters, attached in pairs like shears to stems rendered
flexible by a succession of universal joints, hang in a
row from what would be the cornice, if there were
one, of the outer wall.
The power by which they are driven is a steam-
engine outside. The long stem to which each is
attached gives the man who works it absolute control
over its movements. The sheep enter from one end
of the shed. At the other end there are the tables
G
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upon which the fleeces are thrown for inspection and
classing. Behind the tables, on the lower level of the
ground and usually. at right angles to the shearing
boards, come the wool room and dumping machines,
where the bales are packed. The wool, in fact, comes
in on the sheep's back at one end and goes out
ready for the London market at the other.
Usually the shed is open in its upper part for the
sake of air at one if not at both ends, and along the
sides there are further openings which throw the light
down in picturesque shoots upon the men bending
over the animals at their feet .  The scene is always
in relief against the background of landscape at
either end, and has something of the charm of antique
sculpture in the combination of contour light and
shade.  " As a sheep before the shearers is dumb "  is
a comparison which gains fresh force from the ex-
perience.
With forty men shearing at the rate of 112 a day,
thousands of sheep pass within the eight hours through
the shed ,  and all day there is nothing to be heard
but the gentle whirr of the machines and the cracking
of the iron roof in the heat overhead .  The men are
as silent as the sheep ,  while the snowy fleeces seem
to peel under their hands. Their work absorbs them
and tests all their powers alike of skill and physical
endurance .  The sheep have to be carried or pulled
out of the pen and laid prostrate on the floor within
reach of the machine. The wool from the under
parts has first to be carefully removed ,  then the fleece
is opened below the neck ,  and a few long sweeps of
the shearer's arm leaves it lying upon the floor, while
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the animal it once belonged to ,  comically reduced in
size, shivers out to another year of unmolested free-
dom. No matter  how dirty  the outer edges of the
fleece may be, the inner side, as the attendant rouse-
about snatches it up and rolls it into a bundle, is
always  exquisitely white.
I timed the  best  shearer of one shed and found that
the entire process  was  accomplished in two minutes,
but such a pace  can hardly  be maintained. The
champion shearer of the Barcoo did, however, main-
tain it this year during the shearing  of over two
thousand sheep ,  and earned a cheque  for X23 as the
result of nine days ',  including  two half days' work.
The quarters  provided  for shearers and rouseabouts
are, like shearing sheds, big constructions of corru-
gated iron .  The sleeping  and dining  sheds  contain
nothing  but wooden  bunks, tables, and benches. The
kitchen sheds are provided  with  good cooking ranges.
There  is much grumbling among the men at the
roughness of this accommodation. But the quarters
of any  given station are occupied ,  it must be re-
membered ,  for a few weeks  only of  each year, and
judging by my own experience of a shearers' supper,
and of the homes  which the  men think good enough
when they are free to house themselves ,  there seems
little in this complaint  for which the remedy  does not
lie in their own hands.
As their working day does  not exceed eight hours
they have  ample time to keep their quarters clean
and serve their meals decently if they are so disposed.
They  have ample time also to amuse themselves if
there were any amusements to be had. The un-
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fortunate feature in the situation is that there are
none. The alienation of sympathy between the
employers and the men, which has resulted from the
events of the strike, naturally operates to prevent the
station owners from taking an active part in initiating
the athletic games and recreations which might be
expected to exist. For some reason, possibly
physical lassitude induced by the climate, possibly
the shortness of the time for which any given set of
men are brought together, the men themselves do not
start them.
The shearing camp is usually in the heart of a
station isolated by, perhaps, twenty or thirty miles
of bush on every side, and it may easily be conceived
that the conditions of life of ioo or 150 men of the
roughest type gathered together under the circum-
stances, without women, without home occupations,
and with absolutely nothing to do for nearly half the
day, are neither edifying nor agreeable. Respectable
men often prefer camping out to occupying the bunk
allotted to them in the shed. The better ones spend
their leisure in reading socialistic literature, the others
play cards, and appear to find an outlet for their
energies in the abundant use of foul language.
What has been already said will have shown, I
think, that complaints about wages are equally
fictitious on both sides. With regard to the men,
they are so well paid that they have no use for their
money. With regard to the masters, it can hardly be
of supreme importance in an industry which employs
so little labour whether the rate of wages is high or
low. Wool is so valuable that it can perfectly well
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bear the high shearing rate ; and whether the perma-
nent hands were raised or lowered 5o per cent. all
round the difference would scarcely be appreciable.
The difficulty appears really to lie in the temporary
nature of the employment, which has hitherto in-
volved not only all the discomforts of a wandering
life and the loss, of which the men complain bitterly,
of respectable feminine society, but the loss of a
Parliamentary vote. These men, who are looking to
Parliamentary representation to redress their griev-
ances, are, for the most part, without a registered
place of abode, and consequently non-voters. For all
this there is a remedy, in a further application of the
system already in use upon the Darling Downs,
where agricultural and pastoral country exist side by
side.
The man who shears for four months of the  year,
earning at the rate of ;i a day throughout that time,
can afford to give his labour, for the remaining eight
months, to a freehold selection where he can make a
home for wife and children and enjoy all the
civilising influences of domestic life. It is a matter
of a little organisation to engage beforehand from
year to year in sheds of which the shearing seasons
succeed each other in immediate rotation, in order
that no time may be wasted. This would be made
quite easy by the arrangements of the Pastoralists'
Association, and it is in the interest of employers to
welcome and assist such a development.
The fact that there is no land at present recog-
nised as suitable for agriculture in the bush is not im-
portant, as the selections would be more advanta-
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geously held in the nearer neighbourhood of
a market and the shearers could travel to the bush
for the shearing season of each year. The
adoption of some such system, by abolishing the
nomad population, would do away with the diffi-
culty which at present exists in connection with the
Parliamentary vote. Every man would have a vote
in the district which included his selection.
It is the independence of the pastoral industry
from extraneous help which makes it the pioneer in-
dustry of new countries. If it were dependent upon
labour it could no longer exist in its present condi-
tions. And if it has little to offer to the poorer parts
of the community in the shape of employment, it
compensates by producing not only clothing, but
enormous quantities of cheap food. Six million head
of cattle and twenty-two million sheep at present
graze upon the Queensland pastures.
With a population of less than half a million, it is
hardly necessary to say that there is no market in the
colony for the meat. In estimates of cost of rations,
&c., I see it valued at the nominal retail price of 2d.
a pound for prime joints. Actually the greater part
of it cannot be sold at all. Each year the unsaleable
quantity increases, and owners are now bestirring
themselves to find for their meat the same outlet of a
foreign market which they have already secured for
their wool and leather.
Here, again, England has precisely that to offer
which the colony requires. Freezing works, which have
already done well at Rockhampton, have been lately
established at Brisbane and Townsville, and with them
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the colony enters the lists of the English and Contin-
ental food markets. It is believed here that beef and
mutton fed upon the sweet natural grasses of the
great plains must be better and more wholesome
than English stall-fed cattle ,  and that the superior
quality of the meat will in time overcome the popular
prejudice against the effects of freezing .  The general
superiority is, perhaps ,  a matter of pious opinion. The
undoubted fact is that the very top quality of the
herds ,  selected with the utmost care and in prime
condition of age and fatness ,  can be killed ,  frozen,
packed, and put into the London market at a paying
price of 34d. a lb. ; 3d. is too little ,  the profit is in the
fraction, but with the fraction ,  if the market were
large enough ,  the industry would be perfectly satisfac-
tory to the colonial grower.
The method of operation at the three principal
freezing works of Queensland is the same. The
animal is slaughtered  by the  instantaneous process of
pithing. The necessary butchering operations take
place immediately under shelter in the open air, with
jets of cold water in constant play, and the carcases
being once dried and hung upon the running rails
which lead to the chilling and freezing rooms, are not
again touched by hand until, after freezing ,  they  are
enveloped in calico wrappers for lading .  The tempera-
ture of the freezing-room goes as low as 35 degrees
below zero ,  and the meat is kept in a frozen condition
until it reaches the port of delivery. Nothing could
be more cleanly and wholesome than the manner in
which it is prepared for the market ,  and when one
sees the almost limitless herds and flocks on this side
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of the ocean and thinks of the hungry millions on
the other, one cannot but feel that to throw such
sources of supply freely open would be an inestimable
benefit.
It will evidently, however, require some little organ-
isation. Cablegrams received here a few weeks ago
announced that the London meat market was over-
stocked and that frozen meat was selling at 3d. a lb.
It is understood that it has since gone down to 2d.
At this price meat cannot be supplied, and were it to
continue the attempt to export frozen meat must
cease. But there is no retail market in England where
Australian frozen meat can be bought for any price
approaching to 24d. a lb. The price paid by the meat
works here for prime fat bullocks weighing about
Boo lb. varies from 6os. to 70s. Putting the cost at the
highest figure, you get an average cost for the whole
animal of less than i 4d. a lb. The difference between
this price and 3 4d.-that is to say, about 2d. a lb.-
pays the whole cost of freezing and freight, and gives
profit on the Queensland side of the market. Half
this sum ought to give fair profit on the English side,
and the meat should be put within reach of the English
consumer at 4-1d. a lb. At this price the prejudice
which exists against it would soon disappear in the
homes of the poor, where it is most needed ; and
meat works not only in Queensland, but in other
colonies, would assume the same important position
in relation to the pastoral industry that central mills
already hold to the sugar industry.
In the first six months of 1892 the Lakes Creek
Works at Rockhampton froze over six millions of
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pounds of meat. The Eagle Farm Works at Brisbane
and the Ross Creek Works at Townsville, having each
a capacity of turning out 70o tons of frozen and pre-
served meat a month, have only been opened within
the latter half of the year. If their enterprise is
successful there is no reason why similar works should
not be established at all the ports and the output be
indefinitely multiplied to suit the requirements of the
English and Continental markets.
In order to make it successful it may very possibly
be found necessary to supplement the colonial centres
of supply by the establishment of centres of distribu-
tion in the principal English towns. One chilling
chamber in London would enable a London and
Queensland colonial meat company to purchase
cargoes of frozen meat without fear of waste and to
supply a hundred or more shops, which should be con-
ducted on economical ready-money principles and
distributed like the shops of the Aerated Bread Com-
pany through all the quarters in which demand is
most likely to exist.
The meat should, of course, be sold openly as
colonial meat, and the price charged be such as would
give the fair necessary profit and no more. If such
a scheme were carried out it would have the double
advantage of putting the meat within easy reach
of the general public and of checking the still very
prevalent custom of selling the best joints as English,
while the worst are allowed to damage the colonial
market by being sold as colonial. Like everything
connected with the pastoral industry, it requires the
investment of capital.
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But of all the objects upon which capital is now
expending itself in connection with the pastoral in-
dustry none is more interesting or more valuable
to the colony than the development of the great
underground reservoir of artesian water, which gives
the richest potentiality of the future to the immense
area of the inland plains. No one knows at present
what the result of bringing a free and regular supply
of water to the surface soil may be. Possibly the
whole of the pasture lands may yet prove to be fit
for agricultural development, and cornfields and
gardens and thick clustering homesteads be destined
to take the place of the wide and lonely bush.
If so, not only the material, but the political or-
ganisation of the continent of Australia will undergo
a change too radical to be easily grasped. The coast-
line will lose its supreme importance. The growth of
towns upon the waterways of the interior will but
presage the up-springing of interior States. Parallels
of latitude will no longer present the only lines of
cleavage for the creation of new colonies. Sub-
division will become first possible and then impera-
tive in directions unthought of now, and existing
Constitutions will of necessity swell with the fresh
growth until they crack and fall away like the husks
of last year's seed.
It seems to be proved that water exists wherever
it has been persistently sought for under the great
sandstone plains, and each fresh bore that is put
down is seed for the harvest of the future. At
Charleville, where the bore goes down to a depth of
1,3oo feet, the water rises with one ]cap for ioo feet
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into the air and pours itself out at the rate of
3,000 ,000 gallons a day ,  under a pressure in the tube
of Qo lb. to the square inch. At Muchadilla, which
has at present the honour of owning the deepest bore
in the colony, though the bore had to be taken down
3,262 ft. before water was found, the supply when
tapped was not less vigorous and plentiful than at
Charleville. Every day announces some new success
in boring operations. Only this week a district near
Winton which was supposed to be waterless has
yielded a full flow.
Notwithstanding the difficulties of transport beyond
the range of the railways, bores are everywhere being
put down in the far west. Before long every station
will have its bore or bores, and the danger of
droughts, which have hitherto been the scourge of
the country, is by so much averted. So far in the
Queensland bush the water which has been obtained
has been kept almost exclusively for drinking pur-
poses, but in drought it is not alone from want of
water to drink that animals perish, as they do in
thousands. They die no less of starvation than of
thirst, and it can be only a question of time to utilise
the water still further by distributing it where it is
wanted over the soil. Nor are bores the only method
by which the deficiencies of nature in the plains of
the interior can be mitigated In times of flood great
volumes of water are allowed to run to waste down
the channels of the local watercourses, and the system
of water storage has not passed beyond the stage of
the occasional construction of a big dam. The whole
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question of irrigation is in its infancy, but it is one of
such immense importance to the future of Australia
that the industry which is taking the lead in the
development of it cannot be accused of in any way
failing to accept its share of the public responsibilities
which attach to wealth.
VI
THE QUEENSLANI) SEPARATION QUESTION
BRISBANE.
THE politics of Queensland arc so entirely the out-
come of the development of its natural resources that
to speak of them intelligibly without first describing
the country as it is would be almost impossible. With
few exceptions ,  the best men in the colony are em-
ployed in developing it. They are not in politics,
and take little interest in political movements ,  unless
the prosperity of the industry in which they are
engaged is in some way affected .  Most political
questions have their origin in the material necessities
of at least one section of the community. If these are
or seem to be at variance with the interests of other
portions of the community ,  the movement which
springs from them becomes a subject for contest,
which is more or less hotly and generally maintained
in proportion to the number of people affected. No
political interest is long sustained unless it involves
material loss and gain .  None can touch material ad-
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vantage without becoming a matter of importance.
A theory of federation falls duly on the public ear.
The mass of the electorate is just as indifferent as it
is willing to vote either way.
But a question of coloured labour, which involves
the life or death of the sugar industry, will bring a
number of the most influential men in the country at
fighting heat to the polls. Planters, of course, desire
it, the mass of the mining population living and
working in districts where white labour is perfectly
possible are opposed to a practice which will, they
believe, tend to lower alike the dignity of labour and
the rate of wages. The introduction-of coloured races
becomes a question between labour and capital, and
is fought on that ground with certain modifications.
Some of the labourers are beginning to promise the
double advantage of encouraging a thriving industry
which gives employment to a great deal of skilled
white labour in the factories and of passing in-
dividually from the condition of employed, in which
they now are, to that of employers of the new cheap
labour, which under the small farming system they
can easily become. On the other hand, some of the
capitalists, who are not personally interested in trop-
ical agriculture, are disposed to vote against the
introduction of servile peoples upon a continent of
which the population and the customs, notwith-
standing the existence of a few aborigines, are for all
practical purposes purely European. They fear that
the small beginning may result in complications of
such magnitude as those with which the United States
are now called upon to deal.
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If the conflict of interests between two sections
of the community suffices to keep the question, of
coloured labour on the list of permanent political
interests, and the same cause operates to keep re-
organisation of the land laws and construction of
railways to open the back countries also constantly
before the public mind, it follows almost as a logical
deduction that a question which involves the interests
of all sections, no matter how much divided, of the
community will rise to the rank of supreme and
universal importance.
There is but one such question in Queensland, and
it is the question of separation. With the exception
of perhaps one man, and that one the author of the
Constitutional Bill, which has been just rejected by
the Upper House, there is probably no one in
Queensland who cares about the matter in the least
on the ground of abstract politics. It is purely a
question of practical interest, and in proportion as
the interests of any influential body of the population
are for the time being affected or not affected by the
actual condition of affairs, separation fever passes
through its acute or falls into its latent stages. The
desire for separation is always latent, and, so far as it
is possible to judge, gains persistently in force and
steadiness through the many fluctuations to which it
its subject.
To understand the desire in its general lines it is
only necessary to look at the map. Brisbane, in the
southern corner, lying almost upon the boundary of
New South Wales, decides the smallest details of
government of Cape York. The distance is very
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nearly the same as that from London to Gibraltar ;
the time which it takes with the present means of
communication to go from Brisbane to the furthest
point within the colony is within a few hours the
same as the time which it takes to go from London
to South Africa. Anti-Separationists contend that
time and distance are alike annihilated by the electric
telegraph, and that for practical purposes Brisbane is
within five minutes' communication with Cape York
and Burke Town.
It is hardly necessary to point out that there is an
immense amount of business which cannot be trans-
acted by telegraph. The fact that all Government
stores are kept at Brisbane is in itself enough to
indicate the serious inconvenience to which outlying
centres are liable. And if distance alone could indeed
he annihilated by the cheapness and rapidity of
telegraphic communication, the map has still another
natural cause of division to indicate. The tropic
of Capricorn cuts the colony in two. No argument
can unify the needs of a tropical and non-tropical
community. Queensland alone of the Australian
colonies has attempted the systematic development
of the tropical part of her territory. She has, there-
fore, to deal alone with the questions which this
development has raised, and it is not surprising if,
in the endeavour to do so, she finds herself in opposi-
tion to the present experience of temperate Australia.
Nor is it surprising if the tendency of the leading
public men, cradled in Australian tradition, educated
in Australian thought, should be opposed to the
recognition of new necessities and the modification
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of constitutional customs which they seem to call for.
It is with the utmost reluctance that such a man as
Sir Samuel Griffith, whose mind is attuned to the
Australian pitch, can reconcile himself to even the
temporary admission of a class of labour which
cannot claim or exercise the hitherto proudly vindi-
cated Australian right of self-government. Con-
cession in this respect has been forced upon him by
the logic of facts. It is none the less distasteful. Any
legislation which he might feel called upon to initiate
with regard to it would all be of the safeguarding
preventive description which the spirit of compromise
suggests. No boldly creative measure of the kind
could ever be looked for from him or from any
politician of his type and training. Tropical Australia
has yet to breed its own public men, and this is very
generally felt. Before it can do so there must be a
tropical community. There will probably be many in
the future. North Queensland claims the honour of
being the first.
The elements of size and diversity of climatic con-
ditions form the basis of the demand for separation
by the North and Central divisions. Before passing
on to the details by which the demand is supported,
it is worth while to glance at the map and realise that
the sub-division which is asked for would create three
colonies, each of them, roughly speaking, of about the
size of France. Queensland as it now exists com-
prises  668,000  square miles. The proposed district
of the southern division would absorb about 19o,ooo
square miles of this, the central division would have
223,000 square miles, and the northern division would
H
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take 255,000 square miles. Each division would
have a share of seaboard and of back country, but
the north, by its geographical conformation, would
get from four to five times more seaboard than either
of the other two divisions. The south would keep
the rich agricultural districts of the Darling Downs.
The north, by way of counterbalance, has the rich,
though undeveloped, agricultural and mineral district
of Herberton, and the centre gets, behind Rock-
hampton, agricultural areas for which it claims that
they are as good as any in the world.
The respective populations of these three divisions
are at present-South Queensland, 279,000 ; Central
Queensland, 50,000;  North Queensland, Si,ooo.
Their relative representation in the Brisbane Parlia-
ment is-South Queensland, 45 members ; Central
Queensland, ii members ; and North Queensland, 16
members. On any question of taxation, distribution
of revenue, expenditure of public money, raising of
loans, land legislation, or other matters closely affect-
ing the development of the country and touching the
material interests of the electorate the North and
Centre can be out-voted by the South. This at first
sight may seem fair, in view of the difference between
the population of the south and of the other two
divisions combined. But there is another aspect of
the question, upon which the North and Central
divisions lay great stress. They contend that, while
the greater number of people live in the pleasanter
residential quarter of the South, the wealth of the
colony is produced in much larger proportion in the
North and Centre ; consequently that the North and
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Centre ought to have at least an equal voice in legis-
lation which affects it.
Here are the figures of the export trade by which
this argument is supported :-The total value of the
export trade of Queensland for last year was
£6,890,864. The value of the contributions from the
different divisions were :-From the South, £2,032,196;
from the Centre, £2,232,446 ; and from the North,
£2,626,222. That is to say, the export trade of the
South was not only relatively but actually smaller than
that of either of the other two divisions. The total
value of the import trade of Queensland was £45,92,357.
Of this the respective values were :-To the South,
£2,956,406 ; to the Centre, £666,418 ; to the North,
£1,200,059. The exports, consisting generally of
natural produce, either mineral, pastoral, or agri-
cultural, are considered by the people of the colony
as the wealth by which their bills are paid. The
imports represent the objects for which the bills are
presented ; or, in other words, imports are the value
received for exports.
Considered in this light, the fact that the South
contributes the smallest amount to the exports and
receives the largest amount of imports appears to the
other two divisions as a very significant aggravation
of their grievance. They hold that they are in their
public capacity paying the cost of all those luxuries
which contribute to make life in the Southern division
more agreeable, and consequently more attractive to
population, than life in the Northern and Central
divisions of the colony, and that they are by this
means forced to maintain against themselves the
11  2
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voting majority which ignores their necessities,
cripples their trade, and lives upon what are still
the indestructible results of their greater energy and
wealth.
The large proportion of the public loans which has
been spent in the development of the South, the want
of interest and lack of knowledge which are displayed
by the Government at Brisbane in relation to the affairs
of the North and Centre, and the damage consequently
suffered by the industries of these two divisions, are
the proofs upon which the accuracy of this view of
the situation is based. It is impossible to travel
through the North and Centre without realising the
acute nature of the irritation to which the situation
gives rise. The interests which are affected are too
important to sit silent under the injustice, and, as
they grow year by year in volume and vigour, it is
presumable that they will be less and less disposed to
tolerate the continuance of present conditions.
The details of which the two divisions complain
have been so often embodied in petitions and
addresses which have been laid before the public
that it is unnecessary to enter into them any further
here. The matter of interest is the remedy proposed.
None seemed possible but separation, for the reason
that it was not feasible under any constitutional form
of English self-government to redistribute the voting
power of the Queensland House of Assembly in such
a way as to give equal. influence to the small popu-
lations of the North and Centre and the relatively
large population of the South. The principle of a
property or intelligence vote on such a scale is foreign
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to all our institutions. Communities of which the
conditions are so dissimilar that it is'within the power
of 50,000 individuals in the one to produce more
surplus wealth for export than can be produced by
279,000 individuals in the other evidently call for a
different basis of representation.
But the dissimilarity of conditions which exist
between North Queensland and South Queensland is
typical of a dissimilarity between tropical Australia
and temperate Australia, which there is a very natural
reluctance on the part of temperate Australia to face.
Hitherto there has been only Southern Queensland
and there has been only temperate Australia. The
change which is desired foreshadows a much greater
change than is involved in a mere readjustment of
balance between the interests of Si,ooo people and
279,000 people.
The creation and development of Northern
Australia follows too evidently upon the creation
and development of Northern Queensland for a
politician of Sir Samuel Griffith'sAustralian experience
to ignore the importance of the difficulties with which
it has fallen to his lot to deal. His Constitutional
Bill embodied an endeavour to grant all the reasonable
advantages of separation without conceding a danger-
ous independence. In framing it there can be little
doubt that its author regarded the subject from the
standpoint of Australian rather than of merely local
politics. It represents a fine attempt to conciliate
the conflicting interests of a part of the community
with the whole. It fails only because the interests of
the whole are so much more dominant in his mind
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than those of the suffering part that it grants no
remedy to the fundamental evil.
It proposed to create, in the first instance, three, in
its revised form only two, provinces, ruling themselves
in certain local matters, but subject to a central
Government. The disproportionate representation of
North, South, and Centre remains just where it was
as regards the supreme Government, and when the
Bill comes to be examined in detail it will be found
that every matter of importance is reserved for the
decision of the supreme Government. All that it
offers to the provinces is municipal organisation of
an extremely expensive kind. This did not meet
their requirements, and a memorandum of objections,
drawn up by the Townsville Separation League,
shortly summarises the principal grounds for the re-
jection of the Bill.
The right reserved to the central Government to
borrow money upon the credit of the united provinces
deprives each province of the right which it would
gain by separation to raise loans as a first charge upon
its revenue for its own development, and lays it open
to a continuance of the old injustice in the matter of
the distribution of the benefits of public loans. The
reservation of the control of the customs tariff pre-
vents any province from entering into such free trade
conventions as would, it is believed, be profitable to
colonies which have everything to export and nothing
to protect ; the control of railway tariffs prevents them
from utilising the high profits of the main northern
and central lines to write off the capital of their rail-
ways if they are so disposed, and reduce the burden
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upon the colony to the mere cost of working expenses.
These lines, it is pointed out, are the two paying lines
of Queensland.
The regulation of the immigration of persons not
of the European race, and the control of the affairs
of people of any race who are not included under the
laws applicable to the general community, are of
course directly intended to prevent the North from
making any such laws with regard to the introduction
of cheap alien labour as might be judged desirable for
the development of its tropical agriculture. To have
the questions of public loans, customs, railways, and
coloured labour, besides many other less essential
points, retained for the decision of the Southern
majority, was to gain little for the North, and the con-
clusion of the committee of the Separation League
was that-
The burdens placed on the North under the thirty-four clauses deal-
ing with matters assigned to the united provinces would be too heavy to
bear, and that the relief, if relief it can be called, offered in the eighteen
clauses dealing with the matters assigned to the Legislatures of the
separate provinces fall so very short of complete self-government that
the North is justified in refusing it. And we further say that to assume
such an expensive form of government as that foreshadowed in the
proposals, with its one Governor, three Lieutenant-Governors, eight
Houses of Parliament, and four Civil Services, with no guarantee of
increased revenue, would be little short of ruin for Queensland, while,
if territorial separation were granted, increased prosperity to both por-
tions of the colony-the result of better government-would more than
cover any additional expenditure.
The scheme, in its subsequently amended form of
two provinces, was rejected by the public opinion of
the North for the same reason, that instead of grant-
ing the self-government demanded by diversity of
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conditions, it maintained government by a Southern
majority on all points of essential importance. The
objection is so fundamental that even if the Bill had
passed through the Brisbane Parliament it was fore-
doomed to failure in application. The Central
division obtained nothing by the new Bill, for the
Centre remained by its provisions attached to the
South, and the evidences of feeling on the subject
which met the Governor during his late tour may be
taken as an indication of the boiling point of indig-
nation to which separatist opinion has risen in
Rockhampton and the minor central towns. Addresses
praying for separation were presented to him at
almost every stopping point of his progress, and in
Rockhampton at the time there was literally no other
subject of conversation possible. Men and women
alike appeared to guide all their actions by the
effect which they might have upon the prospects of
separation. Rockhamption is the cradle of the
separation movement, which first originated there in
1866.
The sense of grievance of the Centre is no less
acute than that of the North. It claims that in the
last thirty years more than £2,500,000 of its customs
duties have been appropriated by the Southern Govern-
ment, that since the construction of the railway line
the whole profit of the central railway has gone into
the Brisbane Treasury, that a yearly surplus from its
general revenue goes a so into the Brisbane Treasury,
that the sale of its public lands is conducted in a
manner of which it totally disapproves, and that these
valuable assets are rapidly disappearing, while the
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proceeds of the sale go to enrich the Southern
division.
The alteration of the customs tariff, rendered
necessary, in Southern opinion, partly by the decreas-
ing revenue of the South, and partly in order to
protect the embryo of Southern manufactures, presses
no less heavily to the disadvantage of the Centre than
to the disadvantage of the North. With all this,
added to the consciousness of having endeavoured to
obtain separation before the North was in existence,
the Centre has no doubt some cause for a feeling of
exasperation when it sees its claims ignored and itself
excluded from even the very partial measure of relief
which the Government had declared itself willing to
offer to the North.
So far I have endeavoured only to recapitulate the
case for separation as it is felt to exist by the advocates
of the movement. It would be difficult, I think, for
any one to travel through the North and Centre with-
out realising that it is very strong-so strong as to be
practically irresistible if a determined majority of the
always increasing population persists in the demand
for it. But in presence of the almost unanimously
expressed objection to the compromise embodied in
Sir Samuel Griffith's Provincial Bill, the question
arises, How came the Bill to be accepted by almost
all the Northern members ?
In seeking for the answer, it becomes clear that the
demand for separation has not been up to the present
time the persistent demand of a united majority.
There have been large majorities in favour of it-the
mass of public opinion probably gives at this moment
io6 LETTERS FROM QUEENSLANI) vi
a large majority in favour of it-but the absence of
political ideals, and the substitution in their place of
a simple practical regard for material interests, has
operated to prevent any systematic co-operation
between different sections of the population.
A little while ago the interests of the sugar in-
dustry were very seriously affected by the labour legis-
lation of the Brisbane Parliament. Separation seemed
at that time to sugar planters the only hope of escape
from ruin. The whole sugar industry was for the
moment actively separationist ; but the mining in-
dustry, fearing that separation would involve the in-
discriminate admission of coloured labour, with a con-
sequent fall in the rate of wages, stood by the South,
and their vote overpowered the planters.
At this moment the mining industry is ruffled by
the tax of twenty-five per cent. which has been imposed
upon mining machinery purely in the interests of the
South, and I was told at Charters Towers that not
only was every man of intelligence and education in
favour of separation, but that if a poll of the town
were taken separation would be carried by an im-
mense majority of the working population. Just now,
however, the repeal of the prohibitory law with regard
to the importation of Kanakas has soothed the sugar
industry to a condition of quiescence. It is in favour
of separation in the abstract, but is no longer keen or
active. Political agitation generally interferes with
material prosperity. So long as no material want is
pressing, the inclination is to let the matter alone.
And thus it happens that, while each industry in turn
feels the spur, there has not yet been that long pull
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and strong pull all together which alone can bring
about a successful political reconstitution. The fluc-
tuating sentiment of constituencies has, of course,
been reproduced in the members who have repre-
sented them at Brisbane, and there has been a lack of
unanimity in the Northern votes, which created a
general predisposition for compromise. To this must
be added the fact that all the strongest feeling about
separation is concentrated upon the event in the
mining and agricultural centres.
The great wool-producing back-country cares little
or nothing either way. It has the principal lines of
railway that it needs. It likes the favourable terms
upon which it has obtained public land. The capital
which it represents is largely foreign capital, with no
personal or sentimental interest in the colony, and,
on the whole, it rather fears that the tendency of
sub-division would be to put the smaller local par-
liaments dangerously under the influence of demo-
cratic ideas. The pastoral industry, as I have en-
deavoured to show in an earlier letter, is bound to
consider first the interests of capital. The agricul-
tural and mining industries are, so far as these
mischievous distinctions have any application, repre-
sentative of the interests of labour. It is likely
enough, therefore, that the vote of the pastoralists
generally would be given against any disturbance of
existing conditions.
Upon all these disintegrating causes there fell the
fiat of the Imperial authorities that the demand for
separation ought to come through the already esta-
blished Legislature of the colony. The most ardent
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separationists of the North and Centre could see no
hope, in view of their numerical inferiority in the
House of Assembly and the fluctuating nature of the
support upon which they could count outside, of
carrying any proposal for complete territorial separa-
tion through the Brisbane Parliament. They had
reason to believe that Sir Samuel Griffith's scheme
would obtain the support of a sufficient number of
Southern members to insure its passing, and, though
the very conditions which commended the support of
the South were the conditions which made it inade-
quate and unpalatable to the North, Northern members
decided to accept it on the principle of half a loaf
being better than no bread. In doing so they incurred
the very strong displeasure of their constituents, and
the final rejection of the Bill by the Upper House has
been received by the general public of the North with,
I think I may say, universal and hearty satisfaction.
Every one feels himself to be well rid of a scheme
which nobody liked, and the ground is now clear to
fight the question on its true issues. The approaching
general election will be the battlefield.
If the North and Centre return a large majority in
favour of separation, the full weight which attaches to
any emphatic expression of public opinion ought to
be given to their endeavours to obtain the reform they
need by the only constitutional means which are open
to them. For it is a very essential factor of the situa-
tion that every reason which impels the North to seek
separation is a reason binding upon the South to
oppose separation, and, though the North and Centre
should vote to a man in favour of a change, their
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united members number only twenty-seven against
forty-five in the House through which their prayer to
the Imperial Government must get itself passed in the
form of a Bill.
Unless some great change of opinion can be brought
about in the South, it is practically an impossibility
for any separation Bill to pass both Houses of the
Brisbane Legislature. The clearer the issues become,
the more insuperable will be the difficulty. This fact
is recognised in the North, where men ask with some-
thing like despair, " How is it possible for us to comply
with the Imperial condition ? " The answer for the
present may fairly be that the first thing which has to
be done by the North and Centre is to place on record,
by the result of their elections, an irrefragable testimony
that there does exist among their populations an
overwhelming desire for the privilege and responsi-
bility of self-government. If they cannot sink mutual
jealousies and surmount passing causes of indifference
sufficiently to bring all the forces that make for
separation into line, and so to insure this result, they
cannot claim to be yet ready as a people for the
exercise of the functions of a separate political
existence.
Nor can it be a matter of wonder or regret to
any one who is in full possession of the facts that
the Imperial Government should move with the
greatest caution towards the creation of a colony
which, if it contains, indeed, the elements of future
greatness that North Queensland believes itself to
contain, represents nothing less than the, first step
in the revolution of the hitherto accepted principles
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of Australian constitutional life. The erection of
North Queensland into a separate colony will be
equivalent to a decision that tropical Australia is
to be developed. A glance at the map of the
southern continent is enough to demonstrate the
importance of such a decision.
KICIHARD CLAY AND SONS, LIMI 'rED ,  LONDON  AND BUNGAV.
THE TIMES , SATURDAY,
SEPTJBEJ 22, 1894.
THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IN
QUEENSLAND.
FROM  A  CORRESPONDENT.
It is now between one and two years  since the
Special Correspondent of  The Times  vgrote of the
sugar industry in Queensland that" it  appears  ass,
whole to be half unconscious of the reorganiza-
tion through which it has passed,  and lies, as it
were, still  asleep  in the dawn  of its own
prosperity." It is in a large measure due to
that letter that the unconsciousness did not
last, and that the sugar industry has awakened to
its potentialities. The statements  were  canvassed
and the figures on which they were based
keenly criticized, but they attracted such an
amount of attention that on all sides the
settler's axe is now heard in the virgin scrubs,
and everywhere  can be seen the primitive grass,
or grass and iron, houses that  mark  the early
years of a farmer's occupation. Labour and
capital were needed for the development of the
sugar  districts, and labour,  in the shape of
farmers, was the first to take advantage of the
opportunities offered. The price of wheat has
been, both last year and this, so low that
numbers of farmers have left their  holdings in
New South "ales, Victoria, and New Zealand,
and made new homes in the sugar districts of
Queensland. But capital  was not so  readily
obtainable. Many of the existing mills were
old-fashioned, and the profits, if any, small. The
investment of capital in the sugar industry in
Queensland had not hitherto, on the whole,
been remunerative. On the minds of those not
in direct contact with the industry this
had left an erroneous impression, that
sugarmaking in this colony was unprofit-
able under any circumstances. Farmers, then,
had come, and still were  coming , when it was
seen that, if no more mills were built, it would
be impossible for the growers to find a market
for their cane. In 1892 there  were made in
Queensland 60,000 tons of sugar, in 189+8 80,000
tons, while the output of the season of 1894
will be not  less  than 100,000 tons. This
increase is without any corresponding addition
to the mills. The existing crushing power will
be able to take off this year's crop only if the
weather is all through favourable  to continuous
work.
in the middle of last  year a  petition  was pre-
pared by some farmers  in the  Mackay district
and presented to Parliament, praying that the
House would pass  a measure  to enable groups
of farmers to obtain the capital required for the
erection of mills. The farmers asked that the
advances might be made  on business lines, and,
as security, in addition to the mill, they offered
a first mortgage over their lands. The  members
representing the sugar  constituencies  urged the
matter on the attention of the Ministry, and Sir
Thomas M'Ilwraith declared himself favourable
to the idea if it could be carried out without
risk  to the Treasury. Other -  sugar  districts
followed the lead of Mackay, and before long a
very respectable agitation  was being  carried on
in every sugar centre in Queensland. The
Ministry gave way,  and a measure  dealing with
the subject was promised. Eventually the
Sugar Works Guarantee Bill was introduced,
and passed into law without material alteration.
In framing the Bill the Ministry were not
absolutely in the dark. In the year 1885, after
the Polynesian Act had been repealed and at a
time when the system of small  farms and large
central mills was only talked  of, a sum of
£50,000 was voted by Parliament for the
purpose of erecting two or more central facto-
ries  which were to be owned,  after  the Govern-
ment had been repaid, by the farmers who grew
cane for them. The only condition attaching
was that none but labour of European  extraction
should be employed either in the mills or in the
fields. Two groups of farmers in the Mackay dis-
trict took advantage of the generous offer of the
Government. Two fair-sized mills were built.
Then came the trouble. It  was seen that the
mills had nothing like enough  cane  to keep them
fully and profitably employed, and bothinterest
and redemption fell in  arrest . In each year,
however, the farmers steadily increased their
clearings  and gradually  commenced  to liquidate
their debt to the Government. But in the
main  object for which the money  was granted,
to prove that cane could profitably be
grown with white labour only, they com-
pletely failed. As long  as the farmers  confined
themselves to the employment of white labour
their profits weak, owing to its scarcity
and unreliability,  so small that  they feand
themselves  unable to command  the money
required for rapidly  increasing their areas
of cane .  For four years  they struggled on,
honestly observing their compact with the
country. Then one by one they employed
Polynesians, with the result that in three years
they cleared off all the  arrears of  debt and now
have  large credit  balances  which they are ex-
pending  in improving  their mills. Although
these mills pay the highest ruling price for
cane , their profits  have been  very considerable,
as the fo ll owing abstract from last year's
accounts will shns,  -
cnanea.
Vw"D
604061 5 per for
Government now.
Tons. cwt. Tons. owt. £ s. d. £ a.- d.
Northeten Cen-
tral Mill ... 20,272 2,375 3 '8 14 1 12 8 11
Racecourse
Central  Mill 21,3471 ,570 8 5 3 12 0 9
The Northeton Central Mill started with a
capital, borrowed from the Government, of
£25,000, and  the Racecourse  Central Mill of
£21,000. On this they last year made a profit,
over and above .5 per cent.  interest , of £8,8878s.
and £9,655 5s. respectively.
The two  serious mistakes in the administra-
tion of  the £50,000 vote were -first , that there
was no provision that there should be a
sufficient quantity  of cane  for the mills when
they were erected ; and, secondly, that the
Government bad in reality no security for their
advances except the mills. In the  first case the
determination, and, in the second, the honesty,
of the farmers saved the Treasury  a serious
loss. A repetition of these two  mistakes
the Sugar Works Guarantee Act carefully
guards against. It provides that in certain
circumstances the Treasurer may empower a
company, formed under this Act, to issue
debentures, and that to the holders of these
debentures the Government of the colony will
guarantee both principal and interest. The cir-
cumstances in which the Treasurer can thus
pledge the credit of the colony are fully detailed
in the Act. The land of the  associated
farmers must be of a quality that maybe reason-
ably expected to produce adequate -crops of sugar-
cane ; there must be land already planted with
cane sufficient to keep the proposed mill fully
employed ; and, lastly, the land which it is pro-
posed to mortgage to the Government must be
of a value equal to the amount of the debentures
to be guaranteed. Other clauses give the
Government very wide powers of inspection and
interference if it is deemed necessary. The
amount of the debentures to be issued will just
cover, and no more, the cost of the mill when
erected, and of the needful tramways. The
G overnment must approve of the plan of the mill
and of the tenders submitted for the machinery and
its erection. All the preliminary  expenses,
such as the formation of the company and the
stamp duties on the mortgages and the cost of
the valuations,have to be borne by the  farmers.
The farmers give further a very substantial
evidence of their  bona fides  in planting the cane
required for the mill. It will not cost anything
less than £5,000 to clear and put under crop
1,000 acres of land, and this  area is not more
than sufficient for a very moderate -sized mill in
its first year.
